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S s A Ljust couldn't toke
: S my eyes of f her.

—
= - it
it . | WhenImether
SN ; for the First time

She
wore
ablue \
one-
piece, )
md hﬁl" | f
lona hair | ]
fluttered , |
inthe [ L7 oo
wind.

| shring is

| dedicated to |
/\ mermaids. |

Do you
know

|'







L\J?‘ >
= N ﬁg,{"c_‘ % A
7 % — Y T
Youre not \AS—— I\
, u S 471 Hey, Maho!
gongto 1 whoro ars |
the sea by ,y/lL——— —/

[\ yow
& Xk
W1,
M /

|’/ Yuiko's
| caling me.

again. righ’r?

ourself /
Y A—







We have |
plenty of |

time,

my litHe =
shring | —
maiden.

Il definitely
make you

e
the power i -y
~ F -

stolen by Itilling R
mer maids. / s




b | She

was a l
lau;rﬂI little
reay  scary,
S er]jo?_ed J

I+'s no fun
being by
yourself.

You're
not /

40ing

into the

water?

o

S\ W
. Q)" ’%ﬁ | can't.

have an
dlowed 1040 [ | phad an

e

i ) allargy to
Yuiko tels me.  ones when! | Va r,
! {
was a baby. | i, / —f?) N
> ._5
o




Since you‘r&

/A
\/

here 10 talk to
me, Rena.

T wonder Then, would \
where you like me +o
she lives. look over your
homework }

T wonder T wonder
c;nhgé ieli WhU s
Friendlg
anyone | (N ¥ with me
dooutt her | ] |



queshons \
wri-h a
sm_tle and_
nevend*ells
me ang—
+htng

What
are you
staring
at?




So this is
whete you
were.

Dad told me
to give this to,
| i ‘

your family.

Look at
al these

We're getting
huge catches
all the time
thanks to
your shrine’s
prayers!




Was
S0Meone
here?

b




77

4 __
7
" ." %
H{ Youre realy f\/é :
| [ FOPular ¢
' ”@ among
Z the boys.
,3/4 Aren't you It's such '//I
U gonnago 4 wastel /i
out with
someone?

T just >
admire her, -

no‘l‘hina
morel!




mayb& she's
waiting for
you o

become an
adult?

| guess you
should be.

uiko's that
age aiready.




Do you want
soumen for
dinnex?

Just do the
daily prayer.

It's fine,
the office
i5 aiready
closed for
the day.

Sorry for

being late.

| was at a
friend's

Need any
h&lf for the
festival?

cam
“\ tomorrow |/

us all safe.

Thank you
for today,
mermaids.

T dont |—
have a }—
father.




T love this
ttle Por’r
Town.




I can't
r‘elg
on her
forever...

graduate,
| could try
living in the




{ /\
/HMD You can't leave!

makes this  Seeing you swile |
place sucha  everyday /
great fishing

Ever‘gone
cdme

beggjing

for my

There were
hardly any

| Fish o catch
before you
arrived!




leave this

.

marriag&
for you.

= A y S0, you V7
2y [ Hhink Yuiko's 0y
w1 putting off .

.4




W‘:ﬁm 71; ﬁ ) fﬁ

Bt s sy
- Al
g&ﬂr\d i‘ 'ru:

"J‘"' A

~

You r&ally

don't
pull any
. punches,
friends 2ona
tell me

the same

What if
after she gets
married, | can't |
live with her
anymore?

| know I'm
being a
bother,

| wouldn't
know where
to 9o..

but | can't
Just tel
her to get
married.

Want to
leave with
me, then?




Don't ask
me...







|

for a while

Ve known
how you feel

w
>
=]
S
S
£







blessings.

Muidens
of the
sed, who
profech
it and
bestow
their

beauti-

Fulfg
unred
event.

The

N

festival
| inhonor
X\ 2| of them
A\~ 4| wil soon
White  be held.
lonterns,
with
decorated
candles inside,
wil be set
adrift at
the shore.
N



Did You've had
something 4 grin stuck
good on your

happen?  face all day. ’

We'll spend our

lives +oge+her.
I love her..
Once I graducﬂ'e

Il live with her.
Pcngwhere is fine,




/—\ _ | Maho, are you
Yeah, | have

{ toboatthe = Joing ro e
g = e helping out at
"’\‘ |41\ the shrine on

A festival day?

act ually a

third-year
'. \ And he's  looking to
Y pretty  askyou |}
handsome, oyt

you know?

I gping N/
out With
Someone




Il do it
by mys&iF
later.

T Right now,

/J | want fo be b -

T L\ with you.




j I've been
[ interested in
you ever since |,

But, |
Finally
realized

v
Ive aways |
loved you,




7/'/I‘m not a

o\
\ £
\ I.-' 1 i
Y | /| child now. |
JI










H"em
raeeing,..




4 The

power
stone

1 [Pont worry,
'm just
touching it.

she
l surren-
N ders her
heart

andbodg

The

g stone
~ wilnot [
dppeor

unti




That must
be why
Mdho's so
attracted










8 Just abit
]onger‘...

Until the

power
stone ac-
knowled

9e

me...







= Y\j \
t) . =
. ¢ N~
‘\ BN

,..Though it
mighi- be too

late. should watch

over your
precious shrine
| maiden more
carefully.

: I'\"tj ! \ ._
\ K ) /)

>

¢

&4
;{%

She's only ‘
el&&Ping




should not
utter her
name so




Why did

/

=
=5
o
=
=
A
- o

o
£
2




Tl
deﬁn’rfeltj
take it

back...
For you

The
treasure
the
humans
stole
from
us,




There's
alot of
work o
be done
for the

fostiva.

XY why haven't
you been
letting me
90 outside




have you
known her?
1} J

| / (;
| . we don*r\
need this

many
candles..

NN If you promise
NN [ me you won't

meet her

anymore,

Il let you
Flay outside.




She wants
to take you
away..\can

for it.

/ /
? / | 1 asked

To Live
IN THIS







You won't
tell me
about my
parents.

Can't
you just !
leave me
alone?

| just got a bit
too protective
because | love
you, Maho!







‘Be ke
the ever
9enﬁe

| waves,
N and the
mermaids

W .
! will answer




feelings
welling up
from
within...










b ]

\ are you
"Q
\ >




and all lived
in peace..

a90, this
shore was

People  protected
revered by mer-
them maids.

as local




lsn't that

Didn't you tell the legend
mMe humans of our
feared the shrine?

mermaids?

ks a reward for

= It would grant their F‘?’f‘/ and
bla«;ginﬁ; if prohacﬂon of
their hearts humans,

were at peace. the mermaids

received a
shard of the
504 god‘s soul.

/| But should
their hearts
run wild,
calamity
would follow.

' story.
/ .

== K N M &A\j | liked that
o (A

But | want
you to tell me
| more about
yourseif,
Rena.

S0 that's
why they
were feared.




One
day, evil
merchants
from foreign
parts came.

and they
assumed

In other seas, et -

" mermaids
5aMme 9F WA Il
mrr;:ldg sters that fl
. bYClughﬁ- !

calamity, A

They
[ Pblamed
mermaids
for any-
thing bad
that ha.F,

There are

The Prica stories of
forit wag  MeYmaid meat
t?&ing a4 mivacle

high.
? medicing.

captured the
mermaids

_/“_\I they were

supposedly

WUYGhiPPing_ ~ !lf_-'
And ,

+mgady

struck. ‘éf

@




T never

heard
about this
story at

How did the shrine.
Rena
know
avout

it?

3 Some
*  mermaids

were
captured.

Only two
were left ot
the end, a

princess and 3 . Others fled

her maid- 7\ < L 1o distant
servant. 4 _ Vs . seaos.

LB nefmoidy
- princess servantgthovght
. ______/;/?Guied/ 7 theyYshould
" hter, Sl"“"""’""'fwould be= 7 village ontihe
convinced 2, meanin shore. with, the
9 \
herself, the /

in +ak|n<3 °d'§_7:
revengef

she soud

“

SQ.Q \

~“mermaid
prlncess
" headed
’rowgrds!‘rhe
villo@b....




Y \iththe \
II.-' \{ |l|’
| treasure's
| power,she |
‘ could stay on |
> land for an
extended

The
princ&ee

./ L can't listen
to your
9+0Y\/ like













Princess
Mio didn't
return.

| had no choice
but to follow her

Powerless

orders and take agams&- the

refuge in the = Ty humans,

Several years | |
later, Princess ||
Mio came to me.




Nou have
committed
no crime.

She diedin | The sea
my arms. god's stone
was stolen
4 from her, and
o she was at
her limit.

But this
i the
mermaids'
sacred
treasure.

| must take
it back.

| ant Because the
retain stone | tore
e kg out was
forong merged with
—_— your soul,
Lk ou
‘: rhr:z you'l be ‘<
able to 5\_/
0 90.. -
R ) move for | O
’} a While. f_.'
v
/"v-\__ e j






















| was wrong!
So come back!




| retrieved
the power
stone
hidden

B within

7o

Priost-
£55.
Z

]
\s\_.__ ~

7\

AL




S Having
retrieved
the stone,

| will abandon
And a shore  This shore.

abandoned by
mermaids wil
fall into ruin.

/bt It's not for
you don't revenge,
deserve
/| our bless-
ings.

stole from =
Princess Mio.

would |,

for a

L chid of come here

for Maho?

Sl

Princess
Mio used the
stong in order
10 save Maho!

Moho cont
live without
that stone!




Princess Mio's
daughl-er!

Aficn T |
tail,

So this
is what
Yuiko

I'ma
mermaid |
child?




hated me dil [

kept secret
within the




Princess Mio
tried 0 mend
Just when  relations with
she was about humans, but to
| to be abducted, no avail
a young pri&ef
| saved her.

shé's 50
young..

the child born |-
between them. |

Norwmally
she'd be
older than
my grand-
mother.

With the help
of family, they
Yan away 10 an
inland vilage.

to X
keepher  The \
wealfening princess i\ h\\\)\“\ X She was
davdnter  used the \\! born
al%e, sea god's } safely,
stone’s / but could
power not grow,

separated
from her
naturdl

environment,
the sea.




Perhaps
she was
weak from
being on
land for
too long.

couldn't
return
6&?&17.

that,

she told
me, as she
was about

10 leave.

I can't
remain in
human form
for long

without the B

stone's

pow&r."

STolLeEN BY
HUMANS...

and | was

giv&n the
du+y of

mainmining
this shrine.

without 4
SUCCESSOY,

 BUT WY Swe
\DIDN‘T SHE oID...

TEWL ME
ANYTHING? '

ks per her
Wishes, we
continued to
take care of
her daughter
at the inland
shrine.




I+h0ugh+
méermaids no

iong&r lived
{ To think this in this seqa. /2

: would happen..
E 19

\ || Why didnt
Princess

Mio come

back with
Moho ofter
she was




they would
have been

¥

y She had

b&’rmy&d you

Princess
Mio.. wasn't
Sure if she
should
return.

by running
away with a
human.

o

would
you have
forgiven
her?

Or would you If she had

have taken the come back to
stone from you with Maho,
Maho, a child

with the blood
of the hated
humans,

| and used it 1o
destroy the
shore?




Was she
afrad of
my deep |8
hatred for §
humans?

I'm going

to look for [ [,

Maho...




daughter ..

hurting her
Precious




i might've
Fallen into 74 ¢

react to my 4
heart!




.Hard
0 move

00
o my legs..

| Evenif You
hate e,










/ / | 7 Forgive me,
5 | Maho.
eyt N~ 7 /|1
Hug+&d ‘? f -......‘_‘___ 2
/ 5 & | AN -
these |7 Ny
feelings /1) Y 8
oy \ ) ; ; -
start. i“ . S

-Goodbye,
Maho.




N \&\Q\a\




2
3
>
D
£
e

sdid that.




Sorry for
springing this
on you all of
4 Sudden.

Make sure
to visit us
over winter
break, Maho.

away? we'l
miss you ||




Yuiko, do
you want

A youcan
I\ stop now.

| was r&ally
worried..




e /
[‘l Or what
if other
mermaids
said “We've
and took  come for
you away? her,"

What if  RAs a baby,
one du_g_, your Iegs
you said, rgnsformed

“I'm a when you
mermaid,

right? I'm v
Qoing back r

but | didn't
know what would
happen if you
moved away.

| could raise
you near the

from you

had o return
to the sea.




you‘r& hiding Okay. fime to | '

N around herel
Gome on outl

w

way..
What Kind of

relationship
do you have

7
MK
\)H” - i@‘ :
S- % .
Stop! 7
She's “ele meant
seriously oo when you

aang 0 oo | said you
do it!

1 | oved her..

Come by and
visit once in a






















It's JU6+ as
bad as your |
Gwimming..













Itdl
began

when we

forever. _

met.

From
now on,
let's be

toge-

ther




B Princess Mo,
[Mother]
T've

To the seas [
p 4 you loved




G00d
morningrl

d&ﬁv&ring
these
10 the

H&WN'
weds.




The End
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