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1S
EVERYONE
IN THEIR
FUNDOSHIZ
WE'RE
HEADING
TO THE
RIVER
SOON.

IN THIS
SMALL
MOUNTAIN
VILLAGE...

A SPECIAL

FESTIVAL IS

ABOUT TO
BEGIN,
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MAGNOLIAS




WHY ARE
WE EVEN
OUTSIDE
IN
FUDOSHIZ
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BACK
TO THE

VILLAGE?Z
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PIP YOU
GET

IT'S SO
|EMBARRASSING.
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I CAME
TO HELP
ouT WITH
THE
MUKAISHI
FESTIVAL
THIS YEAR,
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WHAT
THE HELL

% STARING

HM...
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PO You
KNOW
WHAT KIND
OF
FESTIVAL
THIS 152

WE ASKED THE
ADULTS IN THE
VILLAGE, BUT
THEY ALL JuST
DODGED THE
QUESTION OR
IGNORED US
COMPLETELY.
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KINDA LIKE
GETTING A
CIRCUMCISION
AFTER
YOU'RE
BORN.,

IT's
MUKAISHI

VILLAGE'S
MOST
IMPORTANT
FESTIVAL,
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WHAT  OKAY,
ARE WE AND?Z
POING HERE
TODAY
SPECIFICALLYZ

WE NEED
EVERY BOY
WE CAN
SPARE.
HOPEFULLY
YOU'LL ALL
HAVE MALE
CHILDREN.

HEY!
WHY ARE
YOU GUYS
STILL
STANDING
AROUNDZ

HEADING
TO THE

EVERYONE'S |

PON'T
WORRY.
YOU'LL
FIND
ouT, IT'S
GONNA
START
SOON,
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TOO coLp
FOR THIS,
ESCPECIALLY
AT THIS
TIME OF
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PURIFICATION
CEREMONY
CAN HEAD
ON INSIDE

THE SHRINE.
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NOTHING. up
1 JusT WITH
NOTICED YOU
THAT NAOK]|?2
THERE
AREN'T

WHAT'S

LISTEN
upP
EVERYONE!

IT'S
FORBIPDEN
FOR A
WOMAN TO
BE HERE
PURING THE
FESTIVAL.




TIME, EACH
OF YOU
MUST TAKE

A SWALLOW.

IN THIS
BOWL IS A
SPECIAL
SAKE THAT
WAS FIRST
BREWED
BY THE

YOURSELVES.

THE
CEREMONY
GOES ON

UNTIL
DAWN.,
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2000,

EMBARRASSING,
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U
HAVE TO

TAKE IN
A FEW
MORE
LOADS.
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EVERYONE
DON'T

o S
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SO R
R
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HAPPENED
LAST
NIGHT
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LET'S HAVE
W FH N L)
WHEN T
COME
FOR
ANOTHER

IN THE
VILLAGE
ASKED
NOR
TALKED
ABOUT
THE
MUKAISHI,




MOST OF THE

ATTENDED
THE MUKAISHI
FESTIVAL
THAT YEAR
EVENTUALLY
MARRIED AND
HAD CHILDREN

SOME EVEN

HELPED THE
NEXT
GENERATION

MUKAISHI
FESTIVAL,

WITH THE

I MYSELF

DECIDED
TO
ATTEND A
UNIVERSITY
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THE MUKAISHI
FESTIVAL WAS
RESTRICTED
TO THE
VILLAGERS
AND THEIR
FAMILIES
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TRAVELERS
AND
FOREIGNERS
WERE NOT
ALLOWED IN
THE VLLAGE
PURING
THIS TIME

TO OUR
VILLAGE.

MUKAISH)
HAD TO
STAY SACRED




NO ONE
EVEN
KNOWS
HOW THIS
FESTIVAL
CAME
TO BE,

YOUTA!
ITS
BEEN A
WHILE!

il 1‘% i
Ll
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YEAH,
IT'S
PARKED
OUTSIDE
OF THE
VILLAGE.

A

THIS IS

NAOKI

Qfggﬂ‘ LEQ PROBABLY
CELEBRATION WON'T

BECAME A MAKE IT
FORMALITY, THIS YEAR.
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