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AS LONG
AS yOu
WANT IT...

KNOW HOW
MUCH
EFFORT |
SPENT
ON YOou?

8y BEING
RELUCTANT/
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AS LONG
AS YOU
WANT [T...

Yy KNOW HOW
MUCH
EFFORT |
SPENT

SHOULD
NOT ;

DI

ME
Y BEING
RELUCTANT! #
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YOU ONLY
HAVE 100
DAYS
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MY
NAME 1S
SUGISAKI
ORI,

AH, ARE
YOU THE
NEW
HSECRETARY?
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8 8
MRS, IMAI
IT'S SAID I _L ” TOLD ME
THAT THE :I @ _— A TO TAKE YOU
GREAT- . : ON A TOUR
~ GRANDFATHER OF THE
|  OF THE MANSION,
DIRECTORATE- T 1
- GENERAL | =q IT'S A
gUILT IT, : ﬁAuTlFUL
{MANSION.|

./  YOU :
| 1] sTaeTED \[3
H-\ SINCE
N\ THEN?P

HOHO,
NO WAY!

EVERYONE
KNOWS
ALOT
ABOUT THE
IMAI FAMILY
HERE AT

LOCAL
BUSNIESS
USUALLY
TAKES
PLACE.

THIS 1S THE
OFFICE OF
THE CURRENT
FAMILY HEAD,
DIRECTORATE-
Ul eeNeeAL

TMAL




THEY AREN'T
THE CURRENT
MRS. IMAI'S
CHILDREN 8Y
8LOOD.

THEY ARE
CHILOREN
OF MASTER
IMAI'S
EX-WIFE.

T THINK
You
SHOULD
STILL KNOW

OLDER
SISTER.

THIS IS
SUGISAKI-




— o WELCOME
) THe N
A oLersuee 1 SOAAASONE
IS ALL = CAPABLE
MINE. I as you
. TO THE
% [ COMPANY.
T AM g
SUGISAKI {
o, :
PLEASED
TO MAKE
yOoup
AQUAIN-
TANCE,

THIS JOB
IS QUITE
DIFFERENT
FROM
ANYTHING
YOU'VE
DONE
BEFORE
AS A
SECRETARY.

THERE'S
A WIDE
RANGE OF

WORK TO DO,

50O MAKE
SURE YOU

CAN KEEP,

ue.

e

| WILL PELY ON wg
SURELY B~ ME. | -

DO MY AP

BEST.

‘}oeecTORATE-

1

A

\

NICE
TO
MEET
YyOou,

I AM
THE WIFE
OF

GENERAL
IMAL,
MISORA.,
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AND
LEAVES
THE WORK
HERE

TRAVELS
A LOT

DAUGHTER
WENT

SAW TOMO?
I'M SORRY.
HE'S VERY
AFRAID OF

STRANGERS.

RPETURNS,

ALTHOUEGH
THERE'S
A LOT OF
WORK TO DO,
AREN'T YOU
LONELY, MRS.
IMALL..?




YOU SURE
HAVE A
CHARMING
PERSON-

THIS IS
YOUR

IS THIS

IT'S STILL ] ' o S
MY J08 7 N , W oL

| | NS | PuBLIC
RIGHT NOW . AFFAIRS

STAFF?

WHEN IT

GETS
susy
AROUND
HERE.

DEALING
WITH PLIBLIC
AFFAIRS WAS
MY JOB EVEN

BEFORE




AS A
| SECRETARY,

e & =t /3
- - SHE 8UILT
5 COUNTLESS
f FACILITIES HERE IN

KANNOHARA'CITY.
< OVER HALF OF(THE
/4 BUSINESS HERE
(L RELY,ON TMAI'S

/ CORPORATION,

-

Al APOLOGIZE - 5," ! WEEK
FOp =K
MEETING "y BlE?Lélé?. LATER
WITH YOu ,ﬁ.
50 MANY

% | )P oent
TIMES. g}; 7«7\ MITANI.

| 15 THAT
THE NEW
£ 6L-IY?

THIS 1S
SECPETARY

D1QECTOQ&TE-" suelsakl.

JEENERAL WILL
‘ BE JEALOUS
\ IN TOKYO.



WE &OT
SUPPORT
FROM

DIRECTORATE-
GENERAL AS
AN APOLOGY

BECAUSE
OF THIS
INCIDENT.

‘M
TERRIBLY
SORRY
FOR THE
TROUBLE.

FORGIVE
YOU FOR

ABOUT YOUR
NOT AGREEING

IF YOU
DON'T WANT
TO ACT
LIKE HER
LOVER, YOU
CAN COME
TO Oue
COMPANY.




THEY'RE
RIGHT ABOUT
ME BEINE
YOUNE THOUEGH
BECAUSE MOST
OF THE
EMPLOYEES
WERE HIRED
WHEN MY
) FATHER-IN-LAW

WAS IN
OFFICE.

CAPABLE
EMPLOYEES
WERE
TRANSFERRED
TO WHERE MY
HUSBAND 1S
MAKING MY
JOB HARDER,

IF YOU &0,

YOU WILL

PROBABLY
GET A RAISE.

WHAT AN
OrRIGINAL
PICK-UP

T LIKE
JOBS THAT
COME WITH

PRETTY

GlRLS.




BECAUSE
OF YOue
FIANCE WHO
WAS B80RN
HERE IN
KANNOHARA

YOu
SHOULD
TAKE IT

EASY AND
HAVE FUN
FROM TIME
TO TIME.

YOU NOT
QUIT YOUue
OLD JOB8
IN A HUGE
COMPANY
TO COME
HERE

IT'S FINE IF
YOU DON'T
PRETEND
YOU'RE
DOING IT
FOPR
EVERYONE
ELSE,







DON'T
YOL / TEASE
DON'T ME LIKE
LIKE IT

THAT...




JUST
CALL
ME
MISORA!

CUM
INSIOE
ME!
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SAYA.
T ¥ : SHE'S
% &OINEG TO
BE YOUR
LITTLE

SISTER.




THE SOFT
AND DELICATE
HAND




MY BLUNNY
WAS HIDDEN
AwWAY

g
e

25

. o WHAT ARE
YOU PLAYING?

T WAS
HIDDEN
AWAY...

% THEN .,
- SHALL WE
o _ . - 1 SEARCH FOR
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WHO IS THIS
BEAUTIFUL
YOLINGQLADY

o

THE GEARS
OF THE STORY
ARE BEGINNING

TO TURN

=

e
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DIRECTORATE-
GENERALS N
DAUGHTER

-

IFsT REMEMBER

CORRECTLY, HER
> /NAME 5.
:
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UNDRED UAME

ENCOUNTERED A BEAUT!FUL

YE&MYSTERIOUS GIRL
§ INTHEIMANSION o
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ALFRED
SYMPATHIZES

WITH YOU







SEVERAL
DAYS
LATER

I DON'T you

LIKE i

s

YOUR R’g;"fﬂ LADY SLOW!
HUS- | MISORA,
BAND'S PLEASE
ROOM? LEND ME

™~

LONG
WILL IT
TAKE FOR
You 10
FIND THE
DocuU-
MENTS?Y

1S IT
BECALISE
YOU FEEL
GUILTY HERE
IN THIS

DON'T,
SAGISUKI
~-KUN!

SURE LIKE
TO JOKE
AROUND

L




o i
iz PR
S

S

WE CAN
Do IT
ON YOUR
HUSBAND'
DESK.
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§ UONT DO

| THE SAME
THING

THAT GUY

REALLY
SORRY

WON'T
JOKE
AROLIND

LIKE THAT
ANYMORE

s
e



QUITE
HONEST
TODAY,

TO ATONE
FOR WHAT
YOU DID
EARLIER?
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You
ARE USED
TO SPOILING
OTHERS,
AREN'T
Youz

15
your ||
HuszanD ||
A JERK?

ALREADY

.
ney, | 1 <o)
THAT'S ~ GEE. GREAT

= THERE'S
B £ NO ONE
IN THIS
WORLD
WHO

WOULD
LIKE HIM
FROM THE
BOTTOM
OF THEIR
HEARTS.
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A SINGLE _, 3 : COME, Y OIT'M |

27 YEAR "

it - come! [ SORRY. ‘e SUGISAKI!
WORKS I WE'VE[ T HAD TO 3 f

AT NITSLI As 24 INTRoDUcE WAITEDl  WORK ] YOU'RE

TO You FOR .
cucreac you, \OVERTIME. g (L7 | LATE/

VAN

ANYWAY,
HAVE A
BEER
FIRST.

YOU DON'T
I'M | LOOK 60
JUST — WELL.
TOO BUSY - WORKING
THESE TOO MUCH?
DAYS.

-

LOOK

AND |} "M HERE.

MIKEMORI THEEE
B ' ARE ALL
N NURSES!

SUZIKI
-SAN,
NOMUIRA




You
MUST

TIRED.
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LET'S
OKAY,  pave
ARE ANO-
THE THER
BEER 1ops5T!
READY?Y

ALL
RIGHT!

NEED TO
RUSH.

UH,
I'M

——
= e

‘3
oy

BE TOO | SORRY.

Lo}

=

suGl-
SAKI!
WHAT'S
UP WITH
YOoU7?

]

EXCUSE
ME, CAN
YOU GIVE
ME A
TOWEL?




HAVE

ANY

DISCOM-
FORTS?

DOES
AH, YOUR
Vee.| Moo e vou
YE®: Hgﬁ?— TLT your DO YOU
A acuer AHEAD UP?  HAVE
| A HERNIA?

RECENTLY,
T FELT

NUMBNESS
IN MY
LEFT
HAND.

HOSPITAL
DOES A

SHOULD
GET A
CHECKUP.




I'M
NOT
EXACTLY
SURE

IT SEEMS

| HAVE A

‘ DARK SPOT
e -3 AROUD THE
{0 WLR TEMPORAL
" — R LOBE IN
MY BRAIN.

THEY
RECOMMENDED
I STAY HERE
IN THIS
HOSPITAL FOR
FURTHER
EXAMINATIONS.

= ABOUT \! {
THE
EXAMI-
NATION
RESULT

e

PLEASE
TAKE A
SEAT, MR.
SUGISAKI.

et

MIKE-
MORI
-SAN

THE
NUMBNESS
HAS SPREAD
TO THE WRIST
AFTER A
CRANIOTOMY
PURING HIS
STAY IN THE
HOSPITAL.

TWO
WEEKS
LATER
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GLIOBLAS-
TOBA
WHICH 1S
A BRAN
TUMOR
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mLL
BE NEARLY
IMPOSSIBLE
TO REMOVE
WITH
SURGERY.
WOouLD
ONLY HAVE
ABOUT ONE
YEAR LEFT OF
LIFE SPAN.




THE
REST OF
MY LIFE

WHAT FOR?

THE
Il res oF
:’OL'.I wal MY LIFE?

TO CALL

T

iedw

FaBIase

l




CE-N-0-] h-:uv:.nnq'nnuE

SO PLEASE
LEAVE A
| MESSAGE.

He Y

v
a g

i,

ANSWER
THE PHONE
RIGHT NOW

SAYA
CAN'T

SAYA...
ACTUALLY,
THERE'S
SOMETHING
IMPORTANT
I WANT TO

P




7 G | S———r— H

| HAVEN'T
SEEN YOU
SINCE THE
FIRST MONTH
OF LUNAR
YEAR.
ARE YOU

APOLOGIZE
FOR NOT
CALLING

I'D LIKE
TO MEET UP
WITH YOU NO

MATTER WHAT.

SOMETHING
| NEED TO
TELL YOU.




WE
WON'T
SEE EACH

OTHER
ANYMORE
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A rscler TS BEEN
THAT THEY TWO YEARS
OON'T GET SINCE MOM
ALONG \WELL. AND SATAS

"Mom!
Aot

"PLEASE
sTop
FieHTNG!"

1607
CARAMEL
PLUDODING
FROM
SCHOOL.

ARE
you
HUNGRY?

"AND TLL
sTURY
HARD!"
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..BECAUSE
ONII-CHAN
IS HERE



you

Ao CAN
DON'T CELY
NEED TO ON ME.

ONII-
CHAN
WILL
PROTECT

YOU.

7
*
(-]
=
4]
H

I
PN
i3
me®
tﬂ.
&bﬁ
g ®
EED
K%
2@
#o

T STL PAZ:E:%
COMMUNICATED A Biins
WITH SAYA AFTECER 0
OURING THAT STARTED
TIME, LNe THREE
: WITH ONE YEARS,
SURVNING OF HER
AND STEPMOMS,
ENCOURAGING |
EACH OTHER. WITH ANOTHER
| WOMAN
WHEN SAYA

WAS 15,



SINCE
T WAS
ALONE, T
QUICKLY
ARRINVER

WHEN T WAS
IN MY THIRD
YEAR OF
COLLEGE,
MY MOM DIED
DUE TO AN
ACCIDENT,
THERE WAS
NOTHING
WE COULD .
HAVE DONE, |




HM.

-njnwg‘_
BECAUSE

IT's
NOTHING.
MY PLACE'S
CALL THE SAME

ME IF
DIRECTION
ANYTHING  © 5050\

HAPPENS,

THANK
YOU.

R

I WENT
BACK
HOME TO
REST AND
PREPARE
FOR IT.

you
HAD TO
DRIVE

ME
BACK,

THE
SURGERY
IS IN
ONE
WEEK.




WX
ALREADY
SAID IT'S
NOTHING.

ueH 1
MISED
LLD

O
e 1
weu
psz@mgm
HER

¢
PR
\
















wHYy
pioN't
Yau
CaNTACT
ME
EARLIER?




RELICS...
50 THE ORGANI-

POLICE
WENT
IN BEFORE
WE FAMILY
MEMBERS
DID...?

L ALTHOUGH

BECAUSE
THEY
COULON'T
IDENTIFY
THE 80DY

THE
8UT THE B POLICE
RELICS N JUST
ORGANI- CONTACTED
ZATION ME THIS

COMPANY AFTERNOON.
ALREADY )
CLEARED
THE
ROOM.

EITHER, SO
I WENT TO

’ T [T ) ., ISN’T
x| HENGES T 2
ADDICTED. oo T geeme _ : ISN'T ST QADI';I)GE

TOORUES ™ sava. . ( SOMEONE

WHO
wOuLo
COMMIT
SUICIDE.







WE
: HEARD
: THAT IT
WAS AN
UNIDENTIFIED
CORPSE,
SO...

. i \
: |
\ 1 “NO
: \ WAY
THERES 3 t h
ABSOLUTELY : '.
NOAWAT ; '
1w
l'f
THIS
E}QNLJ
SATA

HEY, WHAT :
HAPPENED
TO YOUR

;. HAND?

MY FRIEND
- AND I 6OT
INTO A CAR
ACCIDENT

5 SO THE)

AT
LEAST
LET US
SEE HER
BEFORE
CREMATION

\Y



7N

\
10ONT |

( KNOW |

ABOUT THE |
| misTAKE

\

MISTAKE?

e -~
MY
HUSBAND |

i 4oU CALL

\ NOW SAVA |'I THSA
| DIED A DRUG | MISTAKE?
ADDICT

L}

SHE'S
MY ONLY +
FAMILY






I DON'T
KNOW
ABOUT THE
MISTAKE

MY
HUSBAND

E
S| souca

ks, | T
DIED A DRUG MISTAKE?
ADDICT

e

SHE'S
MY ONLY
FAMILY




SUGISAKI
=KLUN...

IT's
NOTHING

THIS IS
ENOLIGH.

FINE.

SUBISAKI- |
KUN &0 |

TO THE |
HOSPITAL?

IT's
VERY
LIKELY
THAT HE

FELL
MR, UNCON-

LANDLORD, scious
PLEASE!  IN THERE.




HOSPITAL.

..I DON'T
NEED IT
ANYMORE.

IS THAT

50”7 I'LL

TAKE MY
LEAVE
THEN...

IF YOUR
STEPSISTER
HEARS WHAT

YOU SAID,
WOULDN'T
SHE 8E
HEART-
BROKEN?

suT
TREATMENT
S THE ONE
THING YOU
HAVE TO
ACCEPT.

I OON'T
NEED ANY
LIFE-
EXTENDING
THERAPIES

PEOPLE
ARE TOO
SCARED
OF FACING
THE
REALITY
OF THEIR
HEALTH.
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I SHOULD
DIE TOO
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