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WELL, IF
, TDON'T
KNOW
, WHAT T
WANT TO
STUDY,
THAT
WOULDN'T
REALLY BE
FAIR TO
My PAR-

U ENTS...

I might
as well -t

SHOULD T
60 TO
JUNIOR

COLLEGE
FIRST,
AND PUT

OFF THE

BI6 DECI-
SIONZ
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HELLO!

IT'S ME.
KURATA.
, if
ON€ " there's

\( yp thing

\ : = o \W [mpas-

- . sionate

( : about,

I'M HERE
TO PICK
UP SUN-
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Ill-'.l 60 I 4

HAVEN'T p7 |\
G!VEN f . ll i e
| TR
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, A BATH /
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than

ARE YOU
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She's
androgy-
nous, with

a deep
voice and
a gentle
demeanor,

OH... I'M
SORRY, T
LEAVE ALL OF
THAT TO MY

SHOULD
COME TO
SOME OF
THE LOCAL
MERCHANTS'
ASSOCIATION
MEETINGS!!

you
DON'T
HAVE TO
My -
HER W DO ANY

HUS- , THING.
BAND Is TERS A qusT
A FLo- FANOF rome TO

RisT, YOURS, A meet-

you

SHE ING.
iovEs MW
TAKARA-
ZUKA®...

SO
women
love her.

She's
the dog

groomer
we take
Sunflower
to.

HM...7
YES,
JUsT BE
CAREFUL
NOT TO
GET HER
LUNIFORM

THAT

| sHouLD

BE ALL

AN 1 want 1o

NN COME WATCH
\ __,_-‘.’ﬂ YOU WASH
i _A\\ SLINFLOWER!!
_ 1S THAT

N

*A WELL-KNOWN ALL-FEMALE THEATRE GROUP.







FLOWER'S
i SO LUCKY,
‘ GETTING
WASHED BY
YOU LIKE
THIS.

but
she's a
little

She's kind,
cute, and
cool,
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She

wrote
it off as

the sort of
admiration
girls feel in
their teens
sometimes—
pseudo-love
that's just
a passing r/ 1
. [

Both of
us love
animals,
SO We
hit it off
right away.

I was so
excited
about it that
I confessed
my love to
her a bunch
of times. She
didn't take
me seriously
at first.

Well, I
fell in
love with
her at
first sight,
actually.

and I went
there to get

{ some treats

for Sun-




No, you're

: SN N wrong!! Well,

When [ look  \{] 1} \IRN N\ N | can't say
at you, | want | for sure that
to touch you... my feelings
and | want you won't fade

to touch me.,.. with time,
but even so!!

Besides...

_ ,._,4 no matter

Y| what gen-
”I ders are
" ‘[!l involved,
turned
on,

okay?!

there's no
such thing as
a love that's
completely
free from
mistakes and
misunder-
standings...




z Lo Ml
understand
if you reject
me,
4 ~ F
el i B z-\‘ please
; % don't deny

my feelings
for you!!
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il Oh, geez...
. But | told I didn't think |
|| you | was should take you
W serious!! seriously, since
III y you're eight

||\ ﬁe;;#fd’."'#? Years younger

o
\ b&q(t{fofd thm‘? me...

...Wait...
what do
you mean,
holding
yourself
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W W
\ : N Wwell,
Huh?! f' shall we
Reaﬂy?f I / ~‘~§1> start by
R going out
...Does Nk somewhere
that... does 3 together?
that mean
you'll... go
out with ,’_ :‘ o
me? el 33
B = 1 IF - 51
S N 'y
. | { Ire-
‘ -. | !member
I'\.l \ 5 :L
| _
N,
= USING TEAZS TO Yesaz |
GET HEX WAY.
——— h n how soft
k OHVZ I'i: her lips
,_ smelled like 4 body
[ Sunflower o
CCE-‘ after a bath... '
and how safe

I felt with her.

That
Six  was last
months  fall.
have
passed
since
then.




But we still
haven't gone
beyond kissing.
What's up with

that?!

WE HAVE
GONE A LOT
OF PLACES

AND T'M
GLAD SHE
CARES...

But
even
SO...

And it
would be
awrul if'; \
she 6 I KNOW |
't' d T
grdelis THAT IT'S
tough I HER WAY OF
doubt that LOOKING
woud - oUT FOR
-l ME,

sex isn't
everything

inarela-
tionship.

. BUT IT WELL, IT's
SHOLILD TRUE THAT
b == BE OKAY BAD STUFF
B SINCE WE  COULD HAPPEN
}' - | BOTHLOVE  IF AN ADULT
|| B 1 EACH DOES STUFF
SRS | OTHER, WITH A
e RIGHT? MINOR...
l Eight Years jgys
| St Much op g,
“ge dier, Erencel/




MAYBE
SHE'D BE
BETTER
OFF WITH
SOMEONE
MORE
MATURE
THAN ME.

SHE'S
26... MOsT
WOMEN ARE

THINKING

ABOUT

MARRIAGE
BY THEN,
RIGHT?

b

a v
v

...THERE WAS A
BEAUTIFUL
WOMAN AT THE
SHOP THE OTHER
DAY... WHO
WOLUILD'VE BEEN
A MORE FITTING
MATCH FOR
SHIKI.

OR MAYEE...

SHE PREFERS

Sometimes I
even wonder
if she's only
going out
with me

sometimes
I feel
utterly
drained.

IT'Ss ONLY
NORMAL TO
WANT TO
TOUCH THE
ONE YOU
LOVE...

Ybe 5
daesl*,’lff_“'?he




I MIGHT
JUMP HER
NEXT TIME I
SEE HER...

Whﬁ' 2 I
HAPPY 18TH S Midgll.
BIRTHDAY, Schoolez
AZUMI!!

Imade s A&
cake, too.
I'll bring it
out when |

we're

done. WOW, DID

YOU MAKE
ALL THIS
YOURSELF?

DOMESTIC
STUFF SEEMS
TRAT  Jput this TO COME $O >
it. TO HER.
MORE ont
NERVOUIS, '

THOUGH...
4 mavse
@ <sHe's THE
d sorTOF

= / PERSON

Iy WHO LIKES
TAKING
CARE OF
OTHERS2




HOW SHIKI AND AZUMI SPENT THE DAY TOGETHER.

| "”'ﬁ’ ﬁf ,.. it
0.7
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*COMPLICATED SUMMERS 2, A VARETY PROGRAM IN WHICH COMEDIANS VISIT
LITTLE-KNOWN ("MOYA MOYA" OR "HAZY") SPOTS. "SUMMERS” IS A COMEDY DUO.

there's no
mood at all,
is there?!

THE TV PROGRAM'S NAME. IT CAN MEAN "GLOOMY." TOO,

AND [S ALSO AN OLD-FASHIONED TERM FOR AROUSAL, SO NANZAKI MAY BE MAKING A PLAY ON WORDS.




JUST 10 ée

CLEAR, YOU
OON'T MEAN IT |5 |

IN THE SAME BN~/
WAY YOU LOVE 4&,
0065, RIGHT?!

A THIS IS A BAD
| TIME TO AsK... |
Zd WE'RE HAVING -
AW ) g SUCH A GREAT

= \ .-I-: - ...- Y\ ,."-. TIME‘JJ BuT...
7 I\ 7\ |/




MEe?

; = o 8 / \\ THEN WHY
NO... i) UONT 11 7NN WON'T You

X

<| PEEL THE ﬁ-g,,ﬁ. NNy po More
/ /AN | THAN KISS
SAME 0 UM

WAY I e /) # JATINNR

00’ I’a - - ) v . f M R o

') RATHER | i),
7\ You Just | | |

SINCE YOU'RE \ ! //
50 NICE... T |
FIGURED YOU - '\
MIGHT JUST BE 1
GOING ALONG
WITH IT...




Ir's
'CAUSE OF  No, 1M
. M/OUMB  1ue ONg

‘s Doe... WHO SHOULD
And sPter yoy APOLOGIZE!

went fo all the
trouble of making
it Por me... /\

I 60T T0
TASTE IT.
IT'Ss GOOPD.

AT LEAST  wELL... f RN




Ir's
'CAUSE OF  No, 1M
. M/OUMB  1ue ONg

‘s Doe... WHO SHOULD
And sPter yoy APOLOGIZE!

went fo all the
trouble of making
it Por me... /\

I 60T T0
TASTE IT.
IT'Ss GOOPD.

AT LEAST  wELL... f RN
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BUT IF YOU
FEEL A LITTLE
BAD ABOUT IT,
CAN T AsK

7 y
YOU A FAVOR: I GUESS

I REALLY

MADE YOU

Since it's | NERVOUS...
my birthday (-

and all.

abowt
that.

I WANT TO 6% | I WANT
/ TAKE A \ 090 you... TO
| SHOWER Ko & K WASH MY
LI, HAIR.
..Is  WITH YOU. \ uca‘;“ ogm@

: THE
| TRUTH IS...
T'VE BEEN

| JEALOUS OF
\ k SUNFLOWER
)
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X
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NOPE. wa
YOU'RE GOOD N % gl )
f ,r""fl ]

[ ! \]; |

AT WASHING
PEOPLE, TOO,

SHII-CHAN.

I'LL WASH
YOUR BODY,
TOO, AZUMI.
STAND UP.




Mm
,,j [\ OH... DOES
/ e\ INNNNASN\ 7 ) THE AGE
b k; -\ DIFFERENCE
' - STILL
BOTHER
il vour
NO... I'M ABNNRER _ _
JusT A AWM NO—— / B
e I SERIOUS. | -~

h”\\ |

YOU'RE ~¢
STILL A |
TEEN-
AGER.

SO WHEN
I GET SERI-
ous Agout
SOMEONE, 1
ALWAYS END
UP GETTING

HURT...

Oh...

I get

it now.
She's
been

hurt
before.

That's
why she's
been so

cautious
with me.

THE GIRLS
I TEND TO
ATTRACT...
ESPECIALLY
THE YOLNGER

BASICALLY
SEE ME AS
A STAND-IN
FOR A GLUY.




YOU'RE
A CUTE;
SENSITIVE
WOMAN...

B“’T .rHAT [
ON THEM.
RIGHT?
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SORRY...
I THOUGHT /

I couLp 11/1/]
WAIT LINTIL 1
AFTER OUR
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I've been
A waiting
"1 all this
Yl time, too.




ASK YOU
SOME-
THING?

show

' YOU'RE
\

ANNRES
e

'\\ ABLE...

-‘41:?.4%

AND MY
BROTHER
WANTED
TO OPEN A

BECAUSE 1
LOVE ANI-
MALS, OF
COURSE.

HMM

WHY DID
YOU DECIDE
TO BECOME

A DOG
GROOMER?

Why don't
you start

-by.visiting

e

I think
you /
just |

SOMETHING

asve | MAYBET N YOU COULD
ke DO YOUR
COULD THAT
ser. | GO INTO CASE, WHOLE
spec-| A SPE- LIFE, HUH?
tive! | CIALIZED
PROFES-

SION!!

always
strike.
outon
my own
Wi'rh H‘;
too.

po My  THE BlG-
WHOLE GEST
LIFE. REASON
. WAS THAT
wa' * ¢ T WANTED

el %50 TO LEARN
Wit lmet A TRADE.
3 Pwﬂ“'
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