So...
what’s
going on, |
Youko?

H

TV o e
\/ T have Have you been L FESLC&M’ Is this girl
you know that listening to me? your mother

I'm against
this!

Or can you not or some-

even tell?




What's the
problem?

Youko said she
wants to have
this girl sfay
here.

I don’t see
much of an issue.
She’s not going
to cause
problems if
somebody sees
her here.

There are
a whole bunch of
problems! We're
still an official
corporaﬁon.

There’s no felling
when the police will
start Iooking into her
whereabouts. It would
be hard on her to be
placed into a health
facility for a long
period of fime.




If she’s
the one who

saved your life
as you say, you

{ It’s not like

should have
more info
ou two are
on exocﬂy who f
she is! strangers,

either.

At any ratfe,
this place is
Youko-san’s castle.
We don’t have
any right to
criticize her
decisions.

I told you,
I don’t know
anything. B




It houses the NPO
Corporation, which I
created to help melive
for tomorrow after I
dropped out
of high school.

This place is my
castle.

__ishamed Tokiko. Shewasthe /|
~ very firstone to |om me. She
'~ through middle school, ultimately}ﬁ o
_advancing to a prestigious local
 highschoolonher way to
_ university. However, she was
_unable to keep up, and dropped,
~ out during her first year. Sh
_ bright and reliable, but it isy
unfortunate that she's ajitt
.mdlff|cult todeal with= _She

. handlee aII aspects of; tHIS

director.

Thls girl whosfull of comptamts::_ .y

in someone who
doesn’t even
know their own
persona!
history!

Even so, I'm
against ’raking

I ueed the r1

It's a gathering place
for other failures like
me, who want to put
at least some effort
towardsliving.

There are six of
us here. Though,
truthfuly, we
needed to have
10 members in
order tobe ,

recognized asla
/

\._ Tomoko went to the same hlgh echool
 "as1did. She has aweak constitution
. and was frequently in and out of the

_ hospital. Even when she attended

. school she only sat in the infirmary, e and
>\ came to be known as its master. still,

~times she was able to"graduate and
I expressed mtereet incomihghere
it afterI reached out to her. Lshe

| anyone v}vhen it comee to wc:rkt sShe’ s
~ themost normal ar?d upright adult
arnong ue she s the' on!y one here who

: treasure her ae our drwer

\ after repeating the same grade three#_” .

currently has more passion than _' ;

o
5

” ~ hasa Ilcense to drlve acar, s;: we |
’s

Don’t worry }
about it. .
| Let’s believe |
_in Youko-san’s |
' judgment. f




—Incontrast to her, this
“unmotivated short girlis Shiho.
Sherepeatedly tried and failed
to commit sduicide. On the day she
vowed to finally end her life,
Tomoko happened to be driving the
car that she jumped out in front of.
In the end, an accident was
avoided and she was brought here
under observation. She may have
awakened thanks to Tomoko's
lectures, and she'll do any work
that Tomoko asks her to. She's
our youngest member.

I don’t care
much either
way, as long as
our leader is
going to look
after her.

W

Thig is Yae. Despite not being
fond of bathlng, she's extra

sensﬂ:lve tcf the odors of

others She ranaway from

honl'te and used to spend her
nlghts wandermg from cafe to
cafe Tokiko |ust happened to

|
come across her after she

colla;lased out cl:F hunger, af;ter ¥
which she was-brought-here
and became a member.
It's slurprlsmg they formeda
connectlon that way, but

Toklko does find her annoying.

.

Um, hey,
doesn’t that
girl smell?

Thls is Junko-san She workeid inan
office for two years, but slept witha

her expectations, she was placedina

_ the gossip and pressure toresign at
work she resolved to throw herseI'F in

traln station she went to and noticed her
fadmg away mto darkness on a bench.
Aftér leaving her 1ob she became unable
topay her rent and ended up living here.
I never see her do anythmg else but liein
\bed. H?wever sheis a grown adult with
experlence\out in socuety, so we keep her
‘around in case her experience might be
useful tous.

superior in orcier toadvance her career.|
: A‘Fter this was discovered, contrary to|

dead end pOSItIOI"I Unable to cope withall|

front of a train. 1"I happened to be at the |

Youko, you
need fo get
her in the
bath.




It was Tomoko's idea fo
transform the concept of her going
to the infirmary every day info a
corporation. But I'm no teacher,

and we can't do anything that
resembles a school's activities
here. Instead we hold seminars,
give each other counseling,
and work hard enough fo stay
out of the red. Those activities

%h% and killing time here is our

Honestly,
it’s not like
you’re my

And so the six of us are

able fo earn some money

and continue on without
collapsing.

current occupation.

Eh? How
long has
it been
since you
last
washed
yourself? 4

y/ ... Do you
really not
remember
me?

It doesn't
look like







No, listen!

I thought

she might

remember
something if 1

kissed her!

Youko-san... 1
never thought you
were the Type to
go down such an
inhumane pafh.

I'm telling

W What are you

1'a|king about!?
This isnt some
Fairy tale!

advanfage!

You
assaulted
her!

not what
it was!

To be continued
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