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Sensei,
| poured
you some
tea.

Y

Would
you like
to take a |,

by
Sy

W SN MAX! —




A THIS
PERSON IS
COLETTE.

]
%HIERE IA { the {irst tea
TOOK IN leaves of the
FIVE YEARS | season. Those
AGO around the
' neighborhood

gave me them
It earlier today. A
sure has
a pleasant
smell,
doesn't it?

CLINGIN' TO
THAT SPOT
AND GET YER

ASS OVER
HEREI?




SHE'S A
KARE ONE, A
FIGUREp T FOREIGNER,

COULD SELL ‘ER AFTER ALL...
FOR A HIGH
PRICE, BUT
SHE KEEPS ON
WHININ' ANP
SCRATCHIN'
ANP A HELLS
OF ALOT OF
OTHER JUNK.

THIS
1 HOWI HERE'S MY
.| TREAT 'ER MERCHAN- |
[ 1S MY OWN  PISE.
BUSINESS.




WELL, IF THIS
PLACE POESN'T
WORK OUT
THEN WE'LL
JUST HAVE
TO HIT THE
NEXT ONE.

KIMONO’S
ALL BEATEN
UP... AND
SHE’S
COVERED
FROM HEAD
TO TOE IN
SCARS...

WHATZ YOU
SYMPATHIZIN'
WITH THIS GIRL
OR SOMETHIN',
MISTER?

NOT LIKE I MIND
SELLIN' HER TO

YA, BUT IT'S
TCH... IF GONNA COST
IT’S JUST | YAGUITEABIT,

MONEY YoU

7
WANT THEN Ll

AND LIKE
THIS, I WAS
ABLE TO TAKE
HER HOME
WITH ME IN
EXCHANGE
FOR THE PLOT
\ | OF LAND MY
\ | PARENTS HAD
\|  LEFT ME.




I PERSONALLY
BELIEVE THAT
EXCHANGING
PEOPLE WITH
MONEY IS THE
SINGLE MOST
DESPICABLE
ACT THERE 1IS.

HOWEVER,
IF SHE'S ABLE
TO PASS THE
TIME SMILING
LIKE THIS
THEN I DON'T
BELIEVE THE
CHOICE I
MADE BACK
THEN WAS
WRONG.

—

WILL YOU \

BECOME

MY WIFE?

i
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COLETTE,
I HAVE
SOMETHING
IMPORTANT
TO DISCUSS
WITH YOU

S\ TODAY.
I

4
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I do
really
love you,
Sensei...

Butima
foreigner...

| That's
| not it

YOU'RE

BEAUTIFUL
TOO, SO
YOU COULD

SURELY

GET SOME-
ONE MUCH

BETTER

THAN ME

TO-

| am alright
with people
making €un of
me. However,
having others
say bad things
about you,
Sensei, |
absolutely
cannot
stand it!

And

S0...
that's
why |
can't...

RIGHT,
THINKING ABOUT
ITI GUESS IT
WOULDN'T MAKE
SENSE FOR
YOU TO GET
MARRIED TO A
NOVELIST LIKE
ME THAT CAN‘T
EVEN SELL ANY-
THING. THERE
WAS NO WAY
YOU’D HAVE
ACCEPTED

I'M SORRY, THAT...

I HADNT
THOUGHT
ABOUT
YOUR FEEL-
INGS.

1€ you made
someone like
me your wife
then every-
My golden one would

hair and  |qugh at
blue eyes...  yoy..,

it'sall
different

£rom
everyone

else...



/\ THANK YOU.
YOUR I LOVE YOU
SHIMMERING MORE THAN
GOLDEN HAIR, ANYONE
AND YOUR ELSE
BEAUTIFUL, CC?LEI%? ;
I SEA-LIKE BLUE That isn't
WON‘T LET EYES ARE BOTH l
ANYONE LOVELY TRATS true at all HONESTLY
TALK NEGA- love you I WAS
TIVELY OF INDIVIDUALITY. 1 WORRIED
THEM. L WL more than yOU DIDN'T
PROTECT anyone else MUGH FOR A
ey in the WC_>I"|d, BIT THERE.
Senseil :

ONE MORE

THING, I
HAVE A
PRESENT
FOR YOU. LOVE
You,

I WANT

FOR COLETTE

YOU TO
MARRY

Waah... |

it's so
erilly...!

YOU FIRST
DENIED ME I
WAS REALLY
WORRYING
WHAT I
SHOULD
DO.




WOULD
YOU MIND
CALLING ME
BY MY NAME?
“SOUJI.”

IT REALLY
SUITS YOU.
IT'S ALMOST

A DOLL
FROM THE

I HAD
OKINU-SAN FROM
THE TAILOR’S
MAKE IT. IT'S
BEEN FIVE YEARS
SINCE YOU CAME
HERE, SO IT'S A
CELEBRATORY
GIFT OF SORTS.




You Just
SEEMED
50 CUTE,
COLETTE,
AND I...

That |
tickles... & —

samda... my
heart is
beating

)\ readlly fast

right now.
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U-uhm...
it's not
right that
I'm the only
one feeling
| want good.
you to feel

good too,

Soudi-

GOING TO

\| BUT DON‘T
PUSH YOUR-
SELF IF
IT HURTS,
ALRIGHT?

' i;}:\



COLETTE, IF
IT’S PAINFUL
THEN YOU
TO PUSH
YOURSELF

TODAY...

—
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IT’S ALL
INSIDE

YOU NOW. |

Please
keep
going

like
this...

thing...
is filling
up my

insides...

I'm
so happy
that we
were able
to become
one....




WONTBE | -

ABLE TO

HOLD BACK P&

ANYMORE
MYSELF.

KEEP
i | CALLING
ME WITH
SUCH A
SWEET
VOICE LIKE




\] feel.

Y

i\ ;\\ A\ my head
N slowly
going

blank... It's

a weird

feeling.

N
Gl f \ !",

S @ 1

My
insides... |
are so

hot... and

feels as i’
it's going /
to melt. /







MO
=T LOOK!
7 LOOK |

THE SEA
15 00
WITIDE!

where both

you and
this child
are, is my BEYOND
COLETTE i
home, WOULD YOU THE SEA

HUH...

LIKE TO TRY
VISITING
YOUR BIRTH-
PLACE AT
SOME
POINT?
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