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TALE OF A LlTTLE B]RD THAT SWOOPED DOWN UPON ME.
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TERRIBLY
SORRY!

UM...T
WAS JUST
WALKING BY,
AND THIS
DELICIOUS
SMELL HIT
ME AND
MADE ME
WEAK AT THE
KNEES...

THERE’S NO
SENSE TRYING N | a /AR
TO GET BLOOD i B | ALL RIGHT j}

OUT OF A it | ALREADY. |

STONE. JUST | '

GET OUT OF
HERE, GO
HOME OR

£ SOMETHING.




SEE...

GoD |
DAMMIT K

I SWEAR
'M
JINXED.

WELL

( "%_/ §-2¢ 4
AN

—

AND WHILE
YOU’RE AT
IT...L DON'T
SUPPOSE
YOU’D LIKE
TO HIRE ME
AS WELL?




WHY ON

EARTH
WOULD
I HIRE
SOMEONE
I KNOW

ABSOLUTELY

NOTHING

WELL,

THAT’S WHY
I'M ASKING

YOU LIKE

THIS...WITH

MY BODY.

WHAT A
TERRIBLE
DAY...NOT A
SINGLE
CUSTOMER,
AND THIS
UNHOLY
PARASITE
LANDED IN
MY LAF.

I'VE

RUN
AWAY
FROM

HOME...




SHE SAID
HER NAME
k| WAS...AOT

| KIRISHIMA.

AOl/
| ORDER’S

I ENDED UP
GIVING HER
A JOB, BUT
SHE WAS SO
OBLIVIOUS TO
THE WAYS OF
THE WORLD
SHE WAS
WORSE THAN
USELESS.

IT MADE |}
MANAGING
THE STORE
EVEN
HARDER...




WELL, WELL/
I NEVER
WOULD HAVE
THOUGHT
JINROKU
WOULD HIRE
A PRETTY
YOUNG
WAITRESS
LIKE YOU!

SORRY TO

- KEEP YOU
‘ WAITING!

THERE »W’IEEAS.’

WERE

/

STANCES

.h i

SO YOU'RE
REALLY
GOING TO
CLOSE THE

THE
WORLD CAN
BE A CRUEL
PLACE,
SOME- YES...
TIMES... EVEN THOUGH
WE’RE DOING
ALL RIGHT, I
STILL CANT
KEEP UP WITH
THE LOAN
PAYMENTS...

{ WORRY. I’LL
MAKE SURE
THAT YOU
GET PAID,
NO MATTER
WHAT HAP-
PENS...

MAYBERTY
SHOULDMN
FIRE HER
EARLY..‘i _




AND SO IN DO YOu

THE END, KNOW THE
HAPPINESS STORY OF
WAS RIGHT THE BLUE

UNDER

BIRD?

SO WHEN
I GET
ARRESTED,
IT’LL MAKE
ME HAPPY?




YOU
-es“ DON‘T THINK
1 I'VE BEEN
TRYING TO
FIND HAPPI-
NESS RIGHT
FROM THE
START?

o WELL,
GRATEFUL K{]%L‘]v

=
W) FATHER L
st 5 BUILT THIS ENOUGH
STORE WITH

HIS OWN

= Sl S > 7 o \ \ TO BE THE
BUT | 1 | . N HorELESS
WHEN | _. ! 277 bl s W SON WHO
Icor | | A - .- fan.  § WOULD
aeon, UPZ ||\ & % -. . NEVER
pabwas ||| I Al | AMOUNT TO
WAITING ||| |11 Y ERRANDS FOR ; ML e er
|l | THE MAFIA. [ ’
I GOT IN
TROUBLE OVER
AN ASSAULT
AND ENDED UP
IN PRISON.




SO L
TOOK OVER,
AND THAT'S
HOW THINGS
ENDED UP
LIKE THIS...

THAT HE
GOT PRETTY
SICK AND
COULDN'T
RUN THE
BUSINESS
ANYMORE...

{ JUST WHAT
\ TO DO/

Ho ..
YOU’RE HEY/
NOT

DOING
THAT
AGAIN...

YOU’RE
NOT THE
ONLY ONE
WHO WANTS
TO PROTECT
YOUR
FATHER’S
BUSINESS,
YOU KNOW?




EVER YOU |
'\ WANT...I'M |
| SURE I cAN |\
\ MAKEIT
HAPPEN/

& CAN'T BE

\ serToUS. WL T
N\ W
F | I i

IT p \
WAS A \.
STUPID
STORY...
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He
drives
me
crazy.

USE IT
UNTIL YOU
CAN‘T USE

IT ANY-

MORE/

N T

B, THAT’S UM, YOU
- 7= NOTREALLY KNOW...
SOMETHING
' YOU SHOULD
BE ASKING
SOMEONE



SO
GODDAMN;
Goop!




UH...

AH...

I'M :
GONNA...




\ Master! |
\\| Aut all your
hopes
nside
me...!




LAY

MAYBE SHE

REALLY IS

THE BLUE
BIRD...

/| THE NEXT DAY |
' | WE STARTED

| WERE ALMOST

I ] LS 1Y |

TO GET MORE [|
CUSTOMERS,
UNTIL WE

ALWAYS FULL.




WILL YOU
DO THAT
FOR ME?

\ youTO
STAY
HERE
JUST A ,
LITTLE [T
LONGER. /

il
AR R ST I |




\/ SOME STRANGE
[ GUYS INBLACK
BROKE IN... THEY
SMASHED UP
THE SHOP...




ARE YOU
APOLO-
GIZING..Z

YOU SAID...
YOU SAID I
MADE YOU
HAPPY, AND
THEN
THIS...




\/ SHE’S YEAH. N\
| JUST AS
TIGHT AS

THEY SAID

SHE WAS. |

SHE WAS
: TOTALLY
IT REALLY ‘== WORTH

TRUE THAT |
| Tele B WAITING
SLEEP WITH 3 i
| HER, IT WILL
_ BRING YOU
VA HAPPI-
S | NESS...?




/ BUTINA

| RECESSION,
PEOPLE

| _CLING TO

| FAIRY TALES

N\ LIKE THAT.

EITHER
WAY, ANY
STORY THAT
GETS YOU A
CONTRACT TO
FUCK A HOT
GIRL LIKE
THIS CAN‘T BE

WHAT AN
ASSHOLE




THOUGH
THEY’RE
NOT BLOOD
RELATIVES,
TO USE
HIS OWN
DAUGHTER
AS ATOOL TO
ADVANCE HIS
COMPANY...

SO YOU'RE
FINALLY
BACK. WHERE
HAVE YOU
BEEN AlLL
THIS TIME?

I'LL BE

PUTTING You
Tg WORK 4 / ARE YOU =g
AGAIN, STARTING 1
; TOMORROW. THE THE O'EE g HO )
y CUSTOMERS ORDERED
‘\ HAVE BEEN THAT SHOP l \
WAITING FOR DESTROYED, \\
3N YOu. FATHER? '

YOU KNOW

S/ THAT IN THE
END YOU WILL KNEW THIS
DIE AS A BLACK WOuLD
‘ BIRD, WHETHER HAPPEN.
N YOU'RE IN YOU ARE
‘\\;_\ CAPTIVITY OR NOT FREE.

NOT.







ARE MORE AND

EVERY DAY, SO
IT SEEMS LIKE
A RIGHT THING

YES, THERE

MORE HAPPY
CUSTOMERS

TO DO.

KEEPING

THE SHOP

GOING?
THAT’S

EXCELLENT

NEWS!/

SO YOU’RE

I DONT

I SUPPOSE

REALLY KNOW
WHETHER
THAT WAS

PART OF HER

POWERS OR

NOT...

EVEN
AFTER SHE
LEFT, THE

T'LL NEVER CUSTOMERS

KEPT

T

CEFERE

S \\_\

¥

BUT I
FEEL THAT
IF T KEEP
WORKING

HARD, MAYBE

I WILL MEET

HER AGAIN

SOMEDAY...

i\

\

N\
THEN I /
SUPPOSE I
HAVE TO /
BELIEVE... /

I KNOW
I WILL/

BUT IF
THERE ARE
MIRACLES
OF HAPPI-

NESS...
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