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There
was a girl
who despised
everything in
the world.

TR

There was something upon which
she relied, something which was
born from despair.

Tt was that which she called “hope”

That hope was a hope
preordained as such from before
(s very creation.




fall
agleep
again!

heckdid | .\ 5 X
you have | <2
| i

I've
i gone and
done it

starting from
noon since

I don’t have
any lectures

Aah,

thig ig bad,

Do I'm already
you have late!

work today,
Shou-chan!?

with the
“senpai”

senpai—

Feelg¢
o likeit's
\l | been like thig

Tt g \ £ gince ¢prin
| agintenge \ of m gi;irstg
as Nonohana- &

year—




Tl graduate

£rom high

.is what T'd school, go
initially thought, to the city
but there was Tve yearned
no way things == for, and make

would go so my college

smoothly. debut!
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“Tve already given
up on my ‘college
debut, so i T
can just graduate
from college—"

was the sort of
thing T had begun
thinking——

Before T knew
it the Four
seasons had

passed, my first

year had slipped
away, and the spring

of my second

year had begun.

So, in
other
words..
I cant
go on
like
Hhiiii-
(SSS-

$588
I

--------
--------

cccccccc




Young lady,
you're here
every week
around thig
time, aren't
ya?




Ab, if you're
after my frieg,
I won't give

you any.

i\ﬁ( < i

N/
3 3\\\\

[potatol”

Fries

(Salo
Flavor

|

A7
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Nah, nah,
anyway, the
fact ig, that just |
, ‘ recently, over
there...




A hoodlum
N\ / in alab coat

L,\I

N holdinga

\’ \\\\" kettle and
g\ _ w\ ) cup noodles!?
] & AV

That's
why I want
you to slowly | (-
turn around

Shhl!
They're
probably
ctill near-
by!

What's
with this

person..”?




your name?

Oh, but g e
Bttt way, lady,
ﬁrg"' W‘}‘:g? will you hear

st Whats  hat I've

got to

Y'see, if
I don’t have
your given name,
then if your fam-
ily name changes
I'won’t know

what to call
you, right?

about your

given name?

even go, it's
not particularly
necegsary,

igit?

Now
that you
mention it,
that gort of
thing does
happen,
doesn’t

that's

N %

Well, y'see, if

you get married,

it'll probably
change.

Nonomiya

u
FaA

Suzuki




Marriage Registration pryes e
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N I p—
Umm, you
see.. [ don't
have any sort
None of plans to get
whatsoever.. married right
1
«Ah, ¢'mon, |
will this person ' Nonomiya ; .
go away Nonoka! That's Ohh! P Tdmg;l;
already. ' | goooood! That's aready. iy iese

- | name... i¢ Nonoka.

a real good
name!




Hey, thi¢
nee-g¢an’s
name ign’'t

Akanene,

Akanenenee-
gan.

My
name’s
Oomori
Akane, ne?
I'm a third-
year!

Then, [ saw
you over there,
feeling good and
looking not go busy.
That's why I came
over. ‘Cause you
didn't look like

you had any-

thing going

I dunno

if I'd gotten
dumped, or if I'd
dumped them..
y’know?

So anyway,
right? I'd been
going steady with
gomeone until
just recently.

So that

person in Is
the labcoat that
with the kettle <o...

and the cup
noodles...

~/ about I ¢kip some
clagses?” and since
then I've gpent thig

of that, I wasg
thinking, “How

time every week
not knowing what
to do with
mygelf.




Sengeeeil?

Eh?
What the
heck? There's
no way some-
one like that
would be
around

ey

0

Ah, that's
right—by the
way, Nonoka-

cha
that knitwear i
you've got on

still hag the
tag attached
to it.

But it hag
& nothingin
[ particular
to do with
me.

A

[ have
no idea
what just
happened...
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You're...

Nonomiya-
san, aren't
you?

H~m,
don’t | have

or something
like that...”7

Hey, no

to you?

one’s taken
thig geat, have
they? Mind
if I git next

gome scigsors

Lirm ;g
Minmq

L,

Ah, I wag sitting
in the back before,
but it's hard to hear
Sengei’s stuttering
voice back there,

<o I'm moving
forward.

Fuge Aoi.
You can
call me

“Aoi”.




Actually, for
a certain reason,
/ I've had my eye
~-<_ |on Nonomiya for
a while now.

Nonomiya-gan
geemg slender, but
she’s got certain
gpots that poke
out and that’s

go cute!

(S T T T (YR
Hey, hey,
do you mind
if I touch?

Don't
touch
me like

that!
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Nonomi'ya-“san‘ are you the sort of person that's always alone?

Umm...

You're pretty
straightforward,
huh.. Well..
That's true..
I suppose.

That's not
really it. It's
just that, before
I realized it,
L.. uuugh.

Wag it

bullying?

But

that's Aah, sorry. No, I've
probably had that experience
good.. before, but, how to

put it.. Even if no-
thing had happened,
people around me
had found their own
groups and I had a
feeling like there was
nothing I could do.

16



If that's
the cage, then
that meang
that Nono-
miya-san
ie single...

Ird Wh-
like to

Ah.. Then—
and thig ign't
lea or any-
Do you o ) Y
have a pair thing, but..
of scigsors

with you?




Yesterday,
right, we saw
that delicious
beef stew on
that drama,
didn’t we~

Do you
wanna have

What are
we gonna
eat today~7?

/  Ah, that looked
ultra deliciousg!

Let's eat it!

Let's make

some! [

wih 8

X
\‘\"\\ o o;{\'e, O‘Q W ‘ q
%ma‘h b%’f . s‘

That's
not really
it,

but I was
wondering

if Shou-chan

knows about

some things
that [ don't.

..Shou-chan,
have you ever
had alcohol
before?



Y 1t doesn’t

havetobe \ghakeey?  Uh-huh.
particularly Then
soon or .
anything won't it
' be fine if
you just try
drinking?

Oh, wag
my responsge
just now
a bit rude,
maybe?

nothing
about.

everyone else
knowsg about,
that | know

L

Well,
everyone
hag varioug

There's  things that
even stuff theyknow
that Nono 2and don't

doesn’t know,
know. SUppose.
Is that so~
it feels Mm-~ I guess,
like this ig but,
something that

i.f : :

#

Really? 1
haven’t had
friends up until
now, so I'm not
good at thig sort
of gituation.

Il




I don't really
have the right
to talk like this,
but if you just think
more appropriately,
I think you'll be
able to make
friends.

talking to you |
g0 geriously!

Alright,
then how
about
thig?

Appropriately...
Oh, o you're caying
I'd be “appropriate”

for you, Shou-
chan?

Ueeeh!?

So-Sorry,
Shou-
chan!!




Don't
you ugually
put brocceoli

in stew?

But
how come
you're getting
broccoli?

You can
put in some

‘collie...

You can’t
put broccoli
in stew.

21



curious about
this particular
point for a

Well...
That cort
of thing.. I've
never done it,
but...

real? But,
honestly, y'see, how to
Onee-san’sbeen  putit, how to [

really gonna @
talk about this? |
[ was just talking

about how to
raise eqq-

Ahh, I can’t even
remember how

that caying goes.

Now, now, if
you don't think
o rigidly, right,
like, don't they
alwayg say that
first you've got

to gain EXP or
gsomething?




Yeah,

and I'm also
a woman. So, I
mean, I'll be real

with you, I'm
what's colloqui-
ally referred
to as a “lez”.

More
| importantly!
| 'm a woman,

Even
geel?

if 'm not \\\ |
exactly well-
endowed!

\ And, by the
J way, you feign
innocence like,
“No way, I'm not
like that!”, but
you play for the
game team, don't
you?

N L

Ah, you're

Eh, ig that right. Well,

really okay? ﬂig tv}\lj}a;t
Doeg that n.

even exist? you'd call

“women’s

intuition?”

Ah, that's
because I've
been playing quitar
for a while. Look,
my right hand Seel Just
hag long like I thought,
nailg. look at these
trimmed

nails.




Alright,
same here!
Well then, I'll
be here at that
time, <o be cure
to show up,
Nonoka-
chan,

Probably?
So, what time
do you get out
of echool
today?

Uhbh,
todayl
have three
periods, so
around 3
o’clock.

thig sucks!
| Twanna go
home al-

What do 1 even

Why am I
even let-
ting these
thoughts
slip out in
the first
place!?

have on today?
I'm sure it wag
that backup pair,
right? What do |
do about all thig
body hair?
wUmm.,

Ah, thig ig bad.
At a time like
thig, I'm not even
wearing proper




/

/ That's real

| good! The feeling
I get from that
reaction is
great!

e’

A
Uehh, umm,
this is.. a love
hotel, right?
Can you stay
at one of thege
during the
day?

:I:-?R1

Alright,
how about

Just go
ingide,
Jjust go
ingide...




Has it already been thirty minutes since we entered this room?

¢han, you're
honestly
such a good
singer!

you very
much.




ve bagically
been doing karaoke
this whole time.. What
am | supposed to do.. Thig

2,

We

Uu..

known territory...

feeling of being in un-

7 Which
song should

What ig

it

look over

here..

I put on

That trick
+ won't work

a gecond

ti-..
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How was it?
Did you not
enjoy it?

If you didn't,
we can stop.

From those empathetic words, T ended up thinking,
“This person is so much kinder than T'd ever thought she might- be.”

I'm ¢till in
the throeg of
heartbreak...
Pleage, be
gentle with




_ 4| Ah!Uml!
o =]

\| Ineeda
\x shower!







I¢ something...
going to change
after thi¢?

The meaning | .
of me coming
here.. What on
earth am |

doing?

Alright,
I'll go
take a

shower

Nonoka-chan!

A, sorrg!\x

Please bring

me a towel!







: It's
getting all
slippery...

It feelg
weird.

Is there
gome kind of
meaning behind
what you're
doing there?

/Do goa
not like |
7




what they
call “love” or
whatever?

AN

Strange,
\ huh.

It does
feel weird
when two
people are
touching and
they get all

slippery...

to do things
like touch
each other.

Do you

on it? Rub

Pull it?

Or,
do you try
magsaging it?
Caressing

\V4

press down Have you

it? touched

Pinch it?  thig place

often?

How do
you touch

True enough,
there’s a type of
“love” that you can’t
get without touching
each other.




Mmu
What nice
reactions. Is
this really
your first
time?

heart’s
really
pounding.
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/ 20 you
like being
kigged?

put one in, go
relax and take
a deep breath.




Does it

Are you sure
thig is your first
time? It's amazing.
You're really

too early
to come.




finger’s all
the way ingide
you, do you
feel that?







learn a little
something
about

I <till don't i
know a thing.. || 3
Nothing’s
changed.




Well then,
wanna try going
steady with me?

['ve taken an interest

in Nonoka-chan.

43



staring off
] into nothing
A the whole clag
A either dazed or

enraptured.

Hey, did
you just
— contradict
7/5‘ yourgelfl?

Nonomiya-

gan, gomething
seems different
about you today.
You seem like

g, you've got your

head in the
clouds.

Hmm, but
how canl
put this..

T~ what's with

that face
you're

making?

-

a4



Umm, I'm not
sure what to do
at timeg like
thege..

Mm?7
What are
you talking
about?

It's my
birthday on
Saturday,

Ahl!
Then, let’s do |
something! |

So, if

we're
Hmm, 2 doing that,
friend? How can [ invite
someone?

to put it..

A friend
of Nonoka-
chan’s?




Jeez!

Why'd thig
person have to
show up!

Sol
wanna
celebrate
too!

Nabh, it's cause
Nonoka-chan said
that Aoi-chan’s got
a birthday party
coming up..

Well, I

mean, you

could say we're
acquainted,

a little bit—

goundg like
it hag a hid-
den meaning

underneath
It's it!
nothing
at all,
Nonoka-

chan!

Eh!?
You two
are acquaint-

Nono-chan..
It’s pretty weird
to have doubtg at
thig point about
gomeone who
knew to come
over in the

first place..




N\

| Startingthis w-wen, \Back
year, I'll be a first- first things to
year at university. firet, let me
I'm Kyan Naomi. introduce you the
to my friend— tOpiC
or rather, my
cousin, Shou- at

hand

Pleaced
to meet
you, Fuse-

Wrong!

You see, the
character “nao”

Right, right.

in “Naomi” can Ah! Eh,
13:1_; the way, be read as “shou”, v Then, how
I'm Oomori Nao Shou , that's... 5
a0 T so I've been called come youre
Bl v Shou-chan f “
i | BN 72 e Shou-
quite some

Naomi?




Don't
worry about
the cost, I've
got money
to burn!

Anyhow,
let’s stuff
our faceg~!
And then
eat some
more~!

something
I've always
wanted to

try saying

but there
are plenty of

people out there
who are way

richer~

Ie
thig gort
........... Of meat
expensive?
sive! Thig ig -
gonna be
delicious! meat costs
| 800 yen
per gram!

48 *$2650/2270€ and $1325/1135€

Hmmm,
am [ rich or
not..

Igeta
monthly stipend
of ¥200,000 from
my parents? But, |
live in a crappy beat-
up little apartment,
go there’s alwayg
¥150,000 left
over.*

Umm, Oomori-
gan, are you a
fairly wealthy
person?




Mine ig .
¥60,000.

Umm...

to that
% extent?

Ehh~
Aoi-chan,
what’s your
stipend?

A

Hey, listen!
Jeez! Thig gort

of thing ic
aren’t a whole
Wh:'i‘gz:;a“‘ﬂ lot of rich kids
me offl at our college.

No, that
might be the
cage, but there

¢
oo feso HB0e
- X
R So, do /
you have a 2 0 —
_ part-time i R
b A job? b
chew chew '355

ENIM
Aoi-cchi,
you're being

kinda curt

Ahb, jeez!

-----------

and some ¥

topping ond
of PPer it

you just go
ahead and do
whatever

you want.

really?
Wonder
if I should
get a side
job~

A

| A




pretty spac ,
You can really It's

take in the way more
nighttime delicioug

scenery. thanl

How nice~

thought
it'd be.




Alright,
I'll go wash
the dishes.

No, it's
my houge, so
I'll do them.

Hey, hey,
Nonoka-chan,
¢'mere,

Ho-
Hold it!
C’'mon...

we can't
just come
to some-
one's
house
and...




only on the
7 second floor, but
we must be on
elevated ground,
because it really
feelg like you can

see the whole

skyline, What
lovely
scenery.

cheeks are

looking a
little
red.

Right, I did
enjoy mygelf...
I think.
time in another
woman’s room,
go that felt
strange..

How
wag it..7
Did you

enjoy
yourself

Well then,
wanna try
enjoying
ourselves
a little
more?




Don't
worry.
No one will
notice.

" Good. betause
Td like to ask
you sOome an.I'ﬁ
things cbout
Nonomiya=

TL's Note:
In Japan,
one who
takes a year
or more to
begin college
after gradu-
ating high
school is call-
ed a “ronin’,
a reference
to masterless
samurai



4

L

.\ ¢

Thig
is pretty

No~
This sort
of thing is
kinda...

Y Have you
| thought of
an angwer
for me thig
time?

Let me
hear it.

.Hey,
Nonoka-chan,
do you believe
that there’s a

meaning behind
your being born

into thig
world?

54
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No good,
huh? Look, I

answer...

wasn’t agking all
that geriougly, but

I thought you'd

at least give me
a more direct

.J don’t
really care
either way.

It's fine.
As for your
reply.. I'll
ask some
other
time.

Sorry...

I didn't think
I'd upset you
go much.




Today
was a lot

of fun,

It'l
go on.
From
here to
eternity.

Mm!
If onl
this day
could go on
forever!

That

; : beef wag
It's amazing, bt
, go delicioug~!
y’know, how we
: Ahh, | wanna
were talking about
have some

how we don't have
a pot and she
happened to
bring one
over,

more LIL]
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Alright,
I'm turning
off the
light...

grab

Goodnight.
See you
tomorrow.
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