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Youre really
lovey-dovey.

were in the
classroom,







teach
Yu-chan
how tfo
tie her




" I'm talking
about that

lover-like
mockery you

two have

going on.







another

givl? You
suve are a
good girl,
Hikari.

out with \\

7

you fine

knowing
that your
cute ‘girl-
friend” is
getting all
lovey-
dovey...

D
\
1\-\




. L you think
g N,

§\
¢ 7 Maho stayed
S €\ inthis class-

room for?







Weivelbeen Mahoslmy;
true triends nelghbor

| S
\ “even hefore.

\._\ 1 we en’reredw
Il| . kmdergarﬂ]t]zn,

.ﬁmmu

. Imu )

we had a

\Q
sleepover. %\ >

[t's been a 'll F
while since

Seeing my
parvents
( | foday was
\ apbit hard




What is
it? Feeling
guilty about
something? /\NNGNaN

| ) rather
4 than
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fi i{iilil was kinda good

ity so lkinda..erm. | SHEAN

I'm felling
you because
youre my
best friend,

i /1) |
Hikari, ||| Keerit

a secret
from

everyone,
no matter




| want
o take SN
pajamas
g off like

| to replace
thew all




Go 9ot stuckin 4
back the buﬂ’on, 2

to I'mjustun- g
sleep,, fangling it. /4 ;

always
been the
closest
person &
10 her.
| know




When she opened her heart
to we and told me she was
going out with Miyako...

extremely
kind
person,

\/ does chan...
Y looka
little

\| coldat
first,

surprised

Miyako always seemed like a girl
out of place since she doesn’t have
any close friends in the class.

Y going out
" | with agirlis
Just weird,
dont you




If everyore

knew | can’t |

Knagh;ie
§ wnat they
| just blurted would say!

out the worst
from deep
inside of we.

Why don't
you act as
_\ alover with

Imbad Should
at keeping |do?
secvefs.

My mind
was drawing
a blank, | just...
didnt want fo
let go of Maho.




And they
won't even f wedo
think that ~ That, then
you're going evegf“gl;me
outuith ~ 1o ing

Closer \ \4ako-

than

usual?
Are you l

suve...
Hikari?

= What's
with her?
Why should
= she know
= that?

1 noticed

We have to
make them
lookatus ~ Camouflage!
and go ‘Ave  You just have
youtwo  fo behave like
really going ~ Weve even
closer than

Ave
you fine
knowing
your cute

‘girlfriend”
is getting
all lovey-

dovey with
another

? givl?




thanks

goes o a | 10 go

place no one together

will see her /2 X} oYeabo|
] ~ = \ A

eﬁ,:;,lmn,; he g \every day.

Now she \ @ We used

Hikari
wont
come?

% The class
is about
to start.




| don't
wanha o

tothat
classroom...




N ~ lﬂ out alone? V &%/ .\

/

= I/ That'snot §

no other

place to
play around
other than

this area,




[could  knows~
tell just
by looking, A\
[ think?

You
idn’ bout
A ey
/; Miyako?
anyone
else, did

you?

wonder

cave about
Maho or
anything.

[ havent,
no way |

wafch a
movie,
come on!

21
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. __ Il

~ be fine, the KI Al
place’s usually you're too
deserted AN pushy.../
this time of -
the day. :
There’s 3 -
that new I'/! % N
Bruce Willis N
action movie O \ 7 O
that came ) .
out days o
ago, O
vight? |\ \ a ) /.
N\l
'::"!\ v
== = B L <44
a >

nothing but
love movies
every time
you go with ¢
Maho, &
vight? '

Even though
all you like is
western action
movies with
explosions all
over the




You
were so
focused |
on veading
an avticle ‘-
about it. (#2

something
| like that!?

When
you wevre
looking at

amagazine
with every-
one back at

school. /

Ai notice
something
like that?

fact that |

always try
to match
Maho’s
hobbies...







it some |
more...




wherever
you like.

Always \ | o

together \/
with that
givl, you're |

| 0 H-)s
= because...

not with
me any




/
next to
you, hogging
you all to
herself.

She's just
as she looks,

A nice incapable of
pretty hating or
givl ever holding a

since grudge
she was against

anyone.

for love, |
| dont mind
| doing bad

things.




& On second
thought, |
think the
coffee will

have to wait

til the next
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That's _You

Nno good... skipped out
Maho yesterday,

AN\ wont let ’% didn't you?
o[ that one ,// Y Wheve did
(S <? slide! G{ | | you 90~?

like | JUSf
got alittle
fever, Im
fine now.

You Aveyou

| feeling
ooy well A )




] i
I )

wall W 2=~
between I |
Us... |

Became
even wore
apparent

before

| even
hot iced.




|

The things Me
we don't  and
knowipgher= R
— about each ’

| other only
[nerease...

Me joining
the circle
of girls and
talking

Everything %g;hfm:m

is thanks
to Mabho.

hience
store
near my




But
Mabho...
probably
doesnt

care

about
any of
that.

38

If
R everyone
disliked wme
in a fown
as finy as
this. | dont
know how
I've lowely |
always would
been so have
thankful been.
10 her
for this.

Maho was
always
s0 feminine
and gentle.

She
always
laughed
things
off and

helped wme
smooth
things out:

| was wore
confident
and used to
get info
fights with
my friends
right away...

Even
when we
were kids,

| used to
act like
a hoy.

though
| was
SUppos-
ed fo be
the one
closest
1o her...

N\ her with
A~ | the day
" __ duties.

Maho
getting
along

though
she’s my
childhood
friend, my

closest

friend...




) wonder
why...

Maho
never...

so let's go
shopping




[ Miyako's
replacement
for when
she’s not
around?

talking
on ifs You can
own stop it

i already,
alain. Maho.

[t's
okay.




You
— 7 lwo are

AT S
gz:n‘te% all~ /(A

'3 12
1784
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\ N O\ fWO
N\ |/ lovebirds
‘ aregoing |
out all

lovey-
dovey!




VAR

\

v C’) :

3 You’}fe

| Joking,
vight?

(9 @' \ :

B\ \ just fine You no? /
¥V os uwell




, a sovvy for |
keeping it A7)

| '\ /
\ Y asecret, [\ )




/ That's '

didnt say
Enod g
' shockev;
| feel you right? thought
two make you might
a nice

match~ -

You s that
could true,
Girls have

dating is just told
nothlng us, you

too know~7
unusual
now-

Almost as

if no one

was fazed
That by what

came out You said.
surprising-
ly well, eh?

that’s
surpri-
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Thank ke [
you. <
Hikari! __l___.a—ln]\

/ | was a
i

ittle uneasy
about being
frank with

everyone,

| was

You really tired of k‘,ﬂf ;i
know keeping it
everything asecret
about me, from my
dont you,
Hikari?




nality E
isveally |

natuval
evil air-




/t’s  THIRG...
my rault, Every- A a
I'm the  thing! IV B |
only ore

o blgmre

i

N you say
\

wet like Yo A
that, weren't
I'm just consol-

wiping
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ol
wonder
why...

e
one that

understood
me Was...

49



Just let
me stay
inside
Maho’s
heart
like
this...

Like a
precious
triend




[ ]

|
\J
A. <
Maho just
won't sfop
- going on and
Im just — on about her
escaping givifriend,

from there, So..
that’s all.

fine

You can :

e-mail mf?
me any s
time you

want.




She About

doesnt  Miuako
veally let 43505

0 , anyone get
—1 |dont too close to /
oo really her..Shes =]
know really hard
what toget a
Kind of grip on,
person no?
she is.
f
wondey, w
why does .).A
Maho love Q/
her that |58
I\ much..? &\
sﬂ\
59 : )l\ [

l[’f
Eh by  didsay jﬂ‘ that’s

the way... Something that,

, like that Al but she's
’ dose with before-. || /]| arealy
h‘,ﬂ}\‘ Miyako, Ai? radgn,

| 7
NNl She’s

really bad
at making
it shine
thirough,
that’s all.

Maho just
realized
that?




We
weve in
the same
class all
the way
back in
elementary

YL /]
e - '*’ \
, ’ ~\  school.
| That’s
- ) ; whg..ﬁ
il A
'

/7 Your 4
\ coffeeis \ |
delicious,

Right?
[ve always
wanted to

| let you fry
it out.
53




Just like;

this/ 7
beautiful
house, $0
pure and
gentle...

/

F
really

%fell how

people
feel.

But deep
down,
she’s a
really :
delicate |

— person.



















Would ¥
you wait
for me
alittle

) love you,
7) | Hikavi...




T
}9//! m the one
=/ that should

be thanking




We

[t's been
about
five...or
Six years
by now?

mom has
always
been so

because

be able
10 love
anythin
alveady %uf d
VealiZEd iy*'s‘
that 2

back

| wouldn't

| | again that

| decided |
would never
fallin love

time,




was always
wagging her
tail behind her
like a dog,
Hikari was
an annoying
It made  pyisance.

_ N ’
PTama oY dont

told me

you weve in )

| was love with  f
really Malo...

Y madea 4
move on me.
Hikari-

L san..? M

63
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The
feelings
of that
clumsy
Hikari...

At first, |
was really
pulling my
haiv out
thinking
on how to
as| 90 about
watched it, buf...
her...

Youre
still the
same
when it
comes 1o
saying
hovvible

thought
something
along the

lines of

“Ah... love
sureisa

pain in

the ass,

I\ | mess,

grew | thought
folove it wouldn't

. another be bad if
clumsy she

Back
then, when
you told me
we couldnt
even play
around
together
anymore,

[ took it
incredibly
well, |
thought
something
like I guess
that makes




Don't go
around
saying

dangerous
stuff like
that too

much,
geez.

That's
why people
misunder-
stand
you, Al

\ her down |
| or some- //

A break up”
even if
Just as

ever said
something
like “l don't
really
wanna go
out with

If you ask
me about
Maho, | can't
see anything
but a woman
with an awful
personality

that’s way too

dense and

Vi

When |
think
about
Hikari-
san...

f
fi‘

/ angfhmg but
a pathetic

givl that can't
even fell hey
true feelings

to the person
she loves.

Those two
might have
said similar
things about
us as well.
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