AND LORD
CHRIS CLOUDER,

WE WILL
NOW BEGIN
THE DLEL - |

BETWEEN
LORD WILLIAM
PRESTON...




~ YOUR
~ WEAPONS.

There was aomct]nng I wantc& BO ljac”y,

by 2 7 FRIRHOT TR, V
T I ANzl wt,ow&afm—.;-

[ was w1ntng to do anyt]'ung to havc it




GONG TO GET

AND LOCK
AT ME, LORD
PRESTON, |







VIETOR.

FIRST |= THE




— / WHEN
) ~ MY BULLET
: STRUCK
YOUR
SHOULTER,
. You
Ei o STUMBLED
AND FELL

OFF THE
CLIFF.

LUCKILY,

My
MANSERVANT
WAS UNDER
THE CLIFF WHEN
YOU FELL AND
SAVED YOU.
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LUCKILY...
YOU S4Y7
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- WERE
DEFEATED
IN YOUR DUEL
WITH ME.
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l
How |
HUMILIATING .

TC BE
RESCUED... §

BY THE
VERY MAN
WHOM 1
CHALLENGED
TO A DUEL.
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THERE WAS
NO BODY,

YOLR
FUNERAL
WAS HELD
DURING
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CHILD
OF THE
EARL OF

PRESTOM...

THE
ELDEST
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IsAAC? BUT,

WHAT
ARE YOU T KNOW
TO THIS YOU'VE SERVED LORD...
HOUSE- WILLIAM SINCE
100N'T HE WAS VERY
BELIEVE IT. YOUNG,
MASTER WILLIAM
15 ALIVE
THAT You
SOMEWHERE... o s
HE'S DEAD
AND WANT TO
SEARCH FOR
HIs REMAINS.

FoRGeET 16 TO PROTECT
pBoUT  THIS MOLISE.

| WLLIAM,
MY | HE'S DEAD.
LORD..., IT'S BETTER
THAT WAY.




ITS EXPECTED
THAT I NOT
UNDERSTAND?

ITs s0
ogvious!
THE HOUSE OF
PRESTOM HAS A
PlETINGUISHEDR
HISTORY, DATING
BACK. HUNDREDS
OF YEARS!
UNLIKE ¥ou ..

I0oN'T
LINDER-
STAND.

IFI
WERE TO
RETURN,
IT WOLLD
ONLY CAUSE
FROBLEMS

FOR THEM.

¢

15 RIGHT.
IT'S BETTER
THIS WAY...

o

WHY 15
THIS ROOM
S0 SPARSE?
IT DOESN'T
SEEM LIKE A

CLOUDERS WERE

THAT THE

BOURGEOIS,
ADVANCING
THEMSELVES
THROUGH
TRADE,







ARE A LITTLE

KNOWLEDGE

AND LISELESS
FRIDE.

YOU'VE
ALWAYS HAD
OTHERS TO DO
EVERYTHING
FOR YOU,

LIKE

' HOW ARE YOU
" PLANNING ON

=\ SURVIVING?
)

%,

INJURED, BUT
BEAUTIFLL




THERE'S
NO REASCN

I'VE BEEN
CLEANING YOU,
TOUCHING
YOUR BOUY
LIKE THIS...

WHAT' RE
You
POING?!







L=  CLOUDER, l
SHE'S BEEN k= -

DEPRESSED
SINCE SHE
HASN'T BEEN
T'MNOT  ABLE TO SEE
SURE WHAT You.
HAPPENED
BETWEEN THE
TWO OF YOU,
BUT You'D
BEST...

WHAT
DO YOU MEAN
"WHAT HAPPENED"Y
I MERELY HAD
TEA WITH HER

I CAN'T

WHAT DID
YOU SAY?

AN EXCESS
OF SELF-
WORTH...

IGHNORE
THAT
IMSLILT.
RECANT
AT ONCE! 5 0
UNBECOMING
IN A LADY.

YOUR
COUSIN?

WHY OiF
IT TUEN OLT
LIKE THIS?
THAT S
RIGHT,
Irs

WHAT'S WRONG
WITH CALLING
A WOMAN WHO
WOLLD LOCSEN

HER OWN CORSET




CHRIS
CLOUDER,

You
JUsT
INSULTED
My
COUsN!

I NEVER
EXPECTED
SOMETHING

LIKE THIS TO

HAPEEN. ..




HONESTLY, I'D RATHER DIE...
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*BITMNG THE TONGUE 1S 4 TRAUITIONAL JAPANESE WAY OF
LOMMITTING SUKIDE WHEN THERE IS NO OTHER CHOICE.
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I TRULY THOUGHT THAT.

YOURSELF
TO DEATH




AS YOU
SEE, T'LL DO
WHATEVER
IT TAKES TO
MAKE YOoU

EAT.

YOU NO
SHAME?

THE SUN
15 &TILL
HiZH IN




TO SEE

YOUR BOTY

IN THE
SUNLIGHT.

I WANT TO DIE.

You
ARE 50
BEAUTIFUL.







THIS /& NOT ME.

FORCING
YOU LIKE
THIS WHEN
YOUR WOUND

1S NOT YET /
/’\ -

QUITE LARGE,
BUT I HAVEN'T
SEEN MANY

1 EMPLOY
A BUTLER
AND A FEW |




T i
BUT THE kBt
BARONY WAS YOU'RE
MY DAD'S DREAM, NOT SUITED
S0 I THOUGFHT T EOR THE
SHOLLE BUY IT NOBILITY.
IF T COULD. . ‘@_
)
)

ACCEPTED YOUR
CHALLENGE.

ONLY THOSE OF
EGQUAL STATUS ARE
ALLOWEDR TC DUEL
EACH OTHER.
NOBLEMEN WITH
NOBLEMEN AND
COMMONERS WITH

TC ME, \ £
THAT WAS oy
LUCKY.

SF¥ SU - A SLOW, GENTLE MOVEMENT
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—I DON'T UNPERSTAND.



WHAT

THINKING. ..
i

."I.







HMM. ..
I WOULD HAVE
THOUGHT IT WAS
THE “CRUELY OR
"FEROCIOUS"
MEANING OF

SUGGESTS, THE
LAND WAS
BARREN,

S0 MY
GRANDFATHER
AND HIS FAMILY
HAD A HARD
TME OF IT.




HIM TO A DUEL...

uimﬁﬁpﬂﬁfﬁ
IMPORTANT TO THE FEOFLE
WORKING ON MY LAND THE WAY HE DOES,

I MIGHT NOT HAVE CHALLENGED
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THERE'S
NO POINT
| IN STAYING

IFI
RETLRN NOW,
IT WILL ONLY
SHAME MY
FATHER.

THAT YOu
ARE BEING

TREATED AS /
A GLEST.

ONE OF THE

 TMAT  THE ESTATE
\| THERE WAS TOLD ME...
A GLEST WHO
HAD FALLEN
FROM THE CLIFF

SERVANTS OF
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AFTER THIS
MANY TIMES,
I'VE LEARNED

s
ALL RIGHT
FOR ME TO
GO OUTSIDE?

THIS AREA
IS ALL
PART OF MY

INTHE &~ COATE
SEASON,

THERE ARE

NO OTHER

NCBLEMEN
AROUND.




I WAs JusT
THINKING THAT

OUTFIT SUITS
You.




A RLUMOR THAT,

ON THE DAY OF THE DUEL,
CLOLIPER SOMEHOW SET
A TRAP AND THEN
IMPRISONED YOU.

You mMusT L Eri

JILL THAT MAN,

MASTER WILLIAM, - i .
M E M E fr :-'\:_..:-\. ‘_.f’
LOOK LIKE AN -

ACCIDENT. -

THE MOST
2 MPORTANT
THING 15 TO MAKE
IT LOOK AS THOUGH
HE USED SOME
) COWARDLY MEANS
7O WIN.
; IF THE DUEL LiEE L
4 APPEARS TAINTED, Gimdy |
8 THEN THE OUTCOME ] g gy
WILL NO LONGER 4 N y
MATTER, ; S
f/ m\ ...RIGHT?
L]
rf . ) ‘ 7 DOCTORED ALL
| o | - iy OF CLOUDER'S BLLLETS.
, L ALL YOU NEED T0 DO IS
D - INVITE HIM TO GO
% HUNTING.

Al




S WHAT?
L

TO A MERE —— :

BARON WHO -
PURCHASED HIS
TITLE, THE HOUSE L

OF PRESTON IS 0

COMPLETELY OUT

OF REACH.

SHE'S YOUR
COUSIN AND HAS
THE SAME HAIR
AND EYE COLOR
A5 YOU.



T'VE ALWAYS
LOVED YOLL...

i, LORD
a3 FEESTON.




IF You
FIRE THAT
GLN...




DON'T FIRE!
CLOUPDER!
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ALL RIGHT.




IT WAS YOU WHO TALGHT ME...




70 BE A GENTLEMAN.

THAT MY HEAKT,

Y,

WHICH SHOULD HAVE BEEN RAISED FROFERL
WAS COWARDLY AND SMALL,
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" CARE FOR ME WITH
 THOSE STRONG ARMS?

rupenniLess, | ¢ LRl
AND LIKE A BARREN WASTELAND, =
. W-TeT




WILL YOU HELP ME TO BE REEORN...

T'LL TAKE
ROOM...

AND WE'LL
STAY THERE
A FEW
DAYS,

LINTIL YOU
GET USED
TO IT...




WE'LL
THINK OF A
NEW NAME
FOR YOU.
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