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= 1l L T creat Thar
WE WERE

ABLE TO GET

voure BA\T | INTO THIS

BRINGING
THAT UP
AGAIN?
ALTHOUGH
I DO FEEL
THE SAME

BUT THE
TEACHERS
AND UPPER-
CLASSMEN
ARE ALL S0

pert Teal FUNNY AND

THEY WILL
OVERLOOK
DEVIANTS,
MIND YOLL.

ITs A
LITTLE LONELY
LIVING IN THE
DORMS, AWAY
FROM HOME...

TEACHER

WAS TALKING [~
ABOUT SOME

PRETTY
INTERESTING

STUFF BACK

CLASSES ARE |

AND
ALTHOUGH THE
WE ARE BUILDINGS
DEEP IN THE ARE
MOLINTAINS, BEAUTIFUL
THE AR 15 YET WELL-
CLEAR. FURNISHED.




say, NICE TO
Do You

MEET YOU.
HAVE TIME %N':’:‘("Aaf
AFTER SCHOOL
TODAY? WOLLD | SAKIKO,
YOU LIKE TO T'M A THIRD
JOIN ME YEAR.
FOR TEA?

The purpose

is just what

you'd expect,

making small

talk over cups
of tea.

| school...

As a junior, . :

it is a great s

horor to be
invited by an _ The usual
upperclassman practice
for tea j G is for the
upperclass- |
man to invite
heir juniors,




THE OLD
CHAPEL//!

IS KOMA
NATSUMI.

I-I'M
FUJINOKI




I HEARD
THAT NORMAL
PEOPLE AREN'T
ALLOWED TO
JOIN THE TEA
CEREMONIES HELD
IN THE OLD
CHAPEL...
WE JuUsT
ENTERED
THIS SCHOOL,
AND THERE'S
NOTHING
SPECTACULAR
ABOUT OUR

BUT YOU
TWO SEEM
TO BE VERY

EXCITED.

FEELS LIKE
THE KIND OF
ENERGY THAT

ONLY FRESHMEN

CAN HAVE,

BUT...
WHY DID
YOU INVITE

WONDERFUL
AROMA...
IT TASTES
SPLENDID

THAT'S
NORMALLY, RIGHT...
THE TEA
CEREMONIES AT
THE OLD CHAPEL
ARE CONDLUCTED
TO DIsCUSS
MATTERS
PERTAINING TO
THE FUTURE OF
THE SCHOOL.

Do You
KNOW THE
STORY OF HOW
THIS ACADEMY
CAME TO BE?




The searches |

— i o were fruitless. | A
y sai u girls The girls’
And so that the reappeared Footpgrints ogf-rog.};s
| aschool *Tree of soon after. disappeared g t
was erected God” had Although they | | along the way, | 4 W™ |
there soon | saved them. " appeared to be coupled with | rqzssmg :
after. exhausted, | many days of || inthe
they were { starvation... 4 moun-
neitlzer cold dHe Hopesion tains.
s ﬁr}dn}g' them
ner b 8 diminished
as the days |
passed. -

HAVING
BEEN BLESSED ) . YES...
BY THE TREE 2) | \
AND, sUBJECT OF GOD, THIS Y. ?
0 THE TREE'S ACADEMY HAS i
NEVER BEEN -
A TEACHINGS, .
MANY STUDENTS _THE TARGET THE MOUNTAIN |
TO THAT, OF GREAT Mis-
THIS ACADEMY — RETURN TO 0 T INES. AND SCHOOL
e THE ACADEMY el
IN ORDER TO
INTO SUCH A o come e STORY.
ACHERS
BEALTIFUL Anp BECOME TEACHE
WONDERFLIL

PLACE. TEACHING.

AND ONE OF

THE PURPOSES OF BUTIT IS
THE TEA CEREMONY OUR DUTY TO ETI;I%ES 51_1;{%?22
HELD IN THE OLD PROTECT 1
CHAPEL IS TO THAT GOD. ACCORDING TO

SELECT FUTURE , ' , THE SCHOOL'S
PROTECTORS. o ; n INTRODUICTORY
: ! | HANDBOOK.




PEOPLE S0 BY

RESPONSIBLE "PROTECTOR”

FOR PLANTING YOU MEAN...
AND FERTILIZING
NEW SAPLINGS,
RIGHT?

YOU CAN
GO JOIN IN
RIGHT NOW,

IF YOUu'p

LIKE.

. L ,_1‘. * .\.
AN 1

AN

I THOUGHT...
THEY HOLED UP
IN A HOLLOW TREE
WITH LEAVES FOR
WARMTH, AND SATED
THEIR HUNGER WITH
DEWDROPS AND
WILD BERRIES...

IT JusT
S0 HAPPENS
THAT... THERE
ARE SEVERAL
PEOPLE DOING
THAT RIGHT

BUT...
"BEING SAVED
BY THE TREE

OF GOov" |15 JusT
A METAPHOR,
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THE TEA
THAT You
DRANK WAS
INFUSED WITH
ITS ESSENCE
AS WELL.

YOU...
SHOULD KNOW
WHAT TO DO
NOW.

THAT'S
RIGHT...
THIS IS THE
TRUE BODY OF
THE TREE
OF GOD.

IT's JusT
LIKE THOSE
PAINTINGS
ON THE WALL
IN THE OTHER
ROOM...

CAN YOU
HEAR IT
CALLING oUT
TO YOU?




THEY'RE
HEADING

STRAIGHT FOR
THE TRUNK OF
THE TREE...7

NEWCOMERS
BUT IT USUALLY HAVE
MAY BE |, TO TRAIN THEIR
POSSIBLE BODIES TO GET
THAT THERE || USED TO THIS...
EXISTS THOSE
WHO DO NOT
NEED TO
DO 50.

I FELT
THEY HAD
POTENTIAL...
BUT I DIDN'T
EXPECT IT
TO BE SO
GREAT...




NATSUM|-
CHAN...
00D LUCK

B
















THE
SLIPPERY
TENTACLES
FEEL SO




j
I THINK
I'M ALMOST

THEN...
v LET'S...
v













JUICES...
ARE FILLING
ME UP...
















TWO NEW,
VERY CAPABLE
RECRUITS HAVE

JOINED Us!

THE DIRECTOR WILL
BE PLEASED~

THAT'S
SURPRISING...
TO RECEIVE
THE EGG FOR
INCUBATION ON
THE VERY
FIRST TRY...




BOUDY...
FEELS
REALLY
WARM.

DOES IT
FEEL LIKE
A DREAM?

IT'S GREAT
THAT WE WERE
ABLE TO GET
INTO THIS
SCHOOL...

@
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